
Kealakehe High students
completed two days of intensive
trials on Mauna Kea evaluating
an Electrodynamic Dust Shield
(EDS) lunar flight experiment
in preparation for a moon
launch slated for late 2016.

Several ‘MoonRIDERS’ and
their mentors assessed the EDS
on March 20-21, following two
days of testing by Iolani School
students earlier in the week. The
NASA-built EDS proved to be
highly effective against
different textures of dust. The
students conducted additional
experiments the following week
at NASA’s Ames Research
Center in California.

Kealakehe student team
leader Josiah Clark expressed

optimism at their results and the
value of the testing experience.

“I really enjoyed the problem
solving we did,” Clark said.

In February, Kealakehe and
Iolani were selected to

participate in an unprecedented
student project to develop,
build, test, and fly a real-life
lunar experiment to the surface
of the moon. Learn more:
bit.ly/MoonRIDERS
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Opportunities
EDUCATORS

NASA’s 21st Century Teacher
Academy is a two-week
Educator Professional
Development workshop
designed to immerse teachers in
methodologies to develop and
implement real-world, Project
Based Learning curriculum using
NASA missions. It will take place
at the Ames Research Center in
California. $4,500 stipend.
Online: go.nasa.gov/1ECJ0kz

SCHOOLS

The Hawaii Community
Foundation is seeking grant
proposals through Pillars of
Peace Hawaii to involve
teachers, parents, admins, and
the community in programs that
increase social-emotional
learning and compassionate and
mindful behavior in youth. Up to
15 grants to be awarded of up to
$50,000 each. Due April 15. On
the Intranet Opportunities List:
https://intranet.hawaiipublicscho
ols.org/Lists/Opportunities

The Artists in the Schools
(AITS) program strengthens
arts education through
residencies with qualified artists.
All public schools are eligible to
apply for up to $6,000. A
residency consists of 5-8 or
more sessions by the artist with
the same students. Schools
must contribute 10 percent of the
grant amount received, in cash,
towards residency expenses.
Due May 1. Apply online:
sfca.hawaii.gov/grants-
programs/artists-in-the-schools/

Success Stories

MR. NOZOE GOES TO
WASHINGTON
Deputy Supt. Ronn Nozoe,
credited with helping steer
schools toward higher
achievement and leading
organizational change, has
been tapped for a top position
(a presidential appointment)
with the U.S. Department of
Education. Congratulations!
STORY: bit.ly/Nozoe

STEM NIGHT ATTRACTS
HUNDREDS TO MILILANI
Mililani Middle was the hot
place to be on a recent Friday
night, as students and
parents engaged with hands-
on science and engineering
projects. “This is easily the
best STEM Night we’ve had
in five years,” Principal
Elynne Chung said.  
STORY: bit.ly/MMSstem

WHAT MāLAMA HONUA
LOOKS LIKE AT SCHOOL
Lunalilo Elementary aligned
its project-based curriculum,
cultural education and
community outreach to the
Worldwide Voyage of the
Hōkule‘ā and Hikianalia.
Nainoa Thompson: “If we
have 10,000 Lunalilos, the
voyage is worth it.”
STORY: bit.ly/LunaliloMH

“Only those who fail greatly can ever achieve greatly.” — Robert F. Kennedy

Hawaii’s public high school
students have shown that the
transformative changes
undertaken by the Department
in the implementation of its
Strategic Plan are paying off.

 The College and Career
Indicators Report  (CCRI)

released March 23 by Hawaii
P-20 shows Hawaii’s students
have made steady, and in
some cases, significant
improvements in key
indicators, including reading
and mathematics proficiency,
college enrollment and early

credit attainment.  Some
schools made double-digit
point gains in college
enrollment.

For more details, read the
Supt’s Corner column on the
back page, and see our press
release at bit.ly/CCRI2015.

CCRI Report: More public school students are college and career ready

Kealakehe students and mentors pose with their mock-up lunar lander
and PISCES staff at a test site on Mauna Kea. Image: PISCES Hawaii.

MoonRIDERS finish first tests for lunar experiment
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NICK SARJI, SpELLING BEE CHAMp
The Aikahi Elementary 6th grader, age
12, spelled the word "fabula" in the 12th
round of the Hawaii State Spelling Bee
to outlast 13 other district champions to
win the regional title. He will represent
the Aloha State at the Scripps National
Bee next month in Washington, D.C.
Mahalo to Kama‘aina Kids and sponsors
Meadow Gold, HMAA, UHA Health
Insurance, aio, Big City Diner, Outrigger
Enterprises and Enterprise Rent-A-Car
for bringing Hawaii’s event together!

Media in all its forms routinely
perpetuate wrong perceptions
about public education in
Hawaii. Negative stories and
commentary, which tend to pull
people apart rather than bring
them together, get posted and
published indiscriminately. 

So it was wonderful to see that
wasn’t the case on March 23,
2015, when the Honolulu Star-
Advertiser headline read, on the
front page, in bold: “More grads
are bound for college.” The story
featured Hawaii P-20’s College
& Career Readiness Indicators
(CCRI) report that “Hawaii
public school students are better

suited to continue their
education.” In two years, our
high schools have: 

(a) Raised the college-going
rate by 6 points;

(b) Raised reading proficiency
by 5 points, math by 11 points;

(c) Raised the number of
students taking Advanced
Placement exams by 4 points
(and lost no ground on passing
scores, up another point).

(d) Reduced remediation in

college math by 5 points and
college English by a point. 

Taken in concert with our
NAEP scores — 4th graders
beating the national average in
math, and huge 10-year growth
trajectories (2nd in the nation for
grades 4 and 8 math, 5th in the
nation for grade 8 reading) —
schools are delivering on their
promise to get more students
ready for life after school.

The numbers show — rigor

works. Our staff are moving
mountains to reach it and

students are responding. This has
been years in the making, with
the collaborative work of
teachers, families, our partners,
leadership at all levels, and caring
communities who support their
individual schools. Well done,
and mahalo nui loa. Keep
striving!

As Farrington Principal Al
Carganilla noted, the CCRI
report “is a testament not only to
the work our teachers do, but
how bad our kids want this.”

Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department of Education’s Communications and Community Affairs Office, distributed to schools, 
the first Board of Education meeting of the month and posted online at HawaiiPublicSchools.org. We encourage submissions! 
Please send to: 1390 Miller Street, Rm 312, Honolulu, HI 96813. Phone: (808) 586-3232; Email: doe_info@hawaiidoe.org.
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CCRI SUCCESSES

Profiles of standout schools on the DOE website:
HawaiiPublicSchools.org/VisionForSuccess/SuccessStories/Schools
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MAY 15-16

BIOBLITZ AT VOLCANOES Np
Grab your daypack and join the National
Geographic Society and the National
Park Service at the Hawaii Volcanoes
National Park BioBlitz and
Biodiversity and Cultural Festival.
Teams of scientists, cultural practitioners
and students will join forces to discover
and inventory the living plants and
creatures in the 333,086-acre national
park during this free event. Register:
nationalgeographic.com/explorers/project
s/bioblitz/public-registration/

MAY 2

OpERATION SpIN
CONfERENCE
The Special
Parent Information
Network is hosting
its annual gathering
to deliver resources,
tips and support to families
and educators of students with
disabilities. At the UH-Manoa Campus
Center. Registration information at the
SPIN website: spinhawaii.org/2015-
spin-conference

Visit the DOE website for the list of
graduation dates, times and locations
across the state. Congrats Class of 2015!

MAY 8-9

fREE GOOGLE ED CONfERENCE
This two-day online education event
will focus on (Day 1) Leading for the
future — reflections on how to

empower students to be successful
and happy, and (Day 2) Shaping the

classroom today — with Google Certified
Trainers leading short sessions to help
anyone have immediate impact for
students via online tools. To register, visit
https://educationonair.withgoogle.com
and join the conversation with
#GoogleEduOnAir

Don’t Miss This!  EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF


