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     The annual Hour of Code event, held
during Computer Science Education
Week in December, is meant to inspire
school communities to embrace
programming as a meaningful avenue
to learn problem-solving, resilience and

teamwork while exercising the creative
muscle. More than half of DOE schools
participated this year. Go online to view
dispatches from Roosevelt High,
Waimea Canyon Middle, Ewa
Elementary and Momilani Elementary.
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Opportunities
EDUCATORS

Fund for Teachers (FFT) awards
fellowships for self-designed
professional learning
experiences to Pre-K through
grade 12 teachers who recognize
the value of inquiry, the power of
knowledge, and their ability to
make a difference. FFT grants
are for an unlimited variety of
projects all designed to create
enhanced learning environments
for teachers, their students, and
their school communities. Up to
$5,000 for individuals, $10,000
for teams. Due Jan 28.
fft.fundforteachers.org.

SCHOOLS

NeA Big read offers grants up
to $20,000 to support innovative
community reading programs
designed around a single book.
The program supports
organizations across the country
in developing community-wide
programs that encourage
reading and the participation of
diverse audiences. Due Jan. 27.
www.neabigread.org.

The Wahl Foundation is offering
the UNThink My School Grant
to elementary schools that
champion themes of innovation
and creativity — one $20,000
grant and ten $2,000 grants are
available to (for example)
reinforce an anti-bullying
campaign, focus on campus
safety, decrease truancy, or
address resource challenges.
Principal must be a member of
NAESP. Due Feb. 15.
www.thewahlfoundation.com/unt
hink-my-school-grant/

FIXING SCHOOLS 
BEHIND THE SCENES
It takes a lot of hard-working
people to keep aging schools
operating, including many you
never see. We bid a fond
aloha to Jeff Davis, who did
whatever it took to keep
schools running over a 30-
year career. “You never shut
a school down.”
Story: bit.ly/HIDOEdavis

MOMILANI EL TEACHER
MAKING IT HAPPEN
ISTE awarded its prestigious
Making IT Happen award to
Shane Asselstine for his
pioneering efforts to integrate
technology into his curriculum
while meeting Common Core
requirements. "It's amazing to
see what the kids can produce
when we motivate them.” 
Story: bit.ly/HIDOEsa

HONOKA‘A HIGH OFFERS
HOLIDAY KAHIAU
The Leadership Training
Program coordinated the
school’s distribution of more
than 900 turkey dinners to the
community. A heartfelt
mahalo to the partners who
made it possible. “Many
hands working together
helped to make it happen.” 
Story: bit.ly/HIDOEkahiau

“It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.” — Confucius

Hour of Code: ‘Anyone can do this’

Grants build legacy at Kanoelani

STORIES

• bit.ly/2015HOC
• bit.ly/HOC15SA

Success Stories

TOP STrive Hi
ScHOOlS: MATH
(Statewide: 41%)

Waikiki El               84%
Momilani El            83%
Noelani El              80%
Hokulani El            78%
Mililani Waena El   78%
Mililani Ike El         77% 
Lanikai El PCS      76%
Mililani Mauka El   76%
Hickam El              75%
Nuuanu El              75%

Full results online: bit.ly
/StriveHI14-15release Through the fall at Kanoelani

Elementary, students, parents,
staff, and volunteers from the
Locations Foundation added a
new science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM)
lab, improvements around
outdoor classrooms and a mural

created by famed artist Hilton
Alves (pictured). The “Legacy
Project” was possible with a
$25,000 grant from the
Locations Foundation, part of
$100,000 in grants secured by
the school over the past year.

Story: bit.ly/HIDOElegacy



As we enter another year,
committed to our ongoing efforts
to improve our schools, it is a
good time to reflect on what
makes us special — as a place,
school, complex area or state
office. Be proud of the work you
all have done and remember your
reasons for choosing a profession
in education.

I’m especially proud of the
work of our teachers and staff.
Our shared responsibility to our
students to prepare them for life
after school is evident in all that
we do. We’ve embraced the
challenges of increasing rigor in
our educational system, because
our students must know and be
able to do so much more to
become productive adults in the

21st century.  
The pace of

change in today’s
world requires a new of set critical
thinking skills. However, it is
important to nurture and protect
the values and mindfulness that
are unique to Hawai‘i schools.

For this reason, the Office of
Hawaiian Education (OHE),
established under the Office of
the Superintendent in February
2015, worked with Board of
Education members, community,
staff and schools to develop a
new policy known as Nā Hopena
Aʻo, which will support
Hawaiian educational values
across the Department for all
students and adults. 

Nā Hopena A‘o (“HĀ”) is a

framework that reflects core
values and beliefs in action
throughout our — Hawai‘i’s—
public educational system. We
work together to develop the
competencies that strengthen a
sense of Belonging,
Responsibility, Excellence,
Aloha, Total-well-being, and
Hawai‘i (“BREATH”) — in
ourselves, students and others. 

This foundation of Hawaiian
values, language, culture and
history supports educational
efforts in all places and subjects. 

As Assistant Superintendent
Suzanne Mulcahy put it: “When
I walk into a Hawai‘i public
school, I want to close my eyes
and know that I am in a school in
Hawai‘i, not somewhere else.”

The mindfulness that is evident
in HĀ is practiced in a number of
Hawai‘i schools. Many of our
recent State Teachers of the Year
share a common thread —
emphasizing the importance of
character development alongside
rigorous learning. 

In 2016, let us be mindful of
the BREATH in which we work
and the examples that we set for
not only our students, but for
each other. 

Thank you for your ongoing
dedication to your profession and
helping all of Hawai‘i’s children
reach their highest potential.

Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department’s Communications Office, distributed to schools, the first Board of Education meeting of the month, and posted to
HawaiiPublicSchools.org. We encourage submissions! Send to: 1390 Miller Street, Rm 312, Honolulu, HI 96813. Phone: (808) 586-3232; Email: doe_info@hawaiidoe.org.
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Don’t Miss This!  EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

‹  

‹‹‹ #STRIVEHI

NATiONAl PrAiSe FOr HAWAii
The U.S. chamber of commerce cited
Hawaii’s leadership continuity,
relationships, and collaboration in the
system for its 10-year growth success
on the National Assessment of
Educational Progress — the second
strongest growth track in the country.
“Hawaii managed to fuel a remarkably
sustained, and remarkably low-key,
improvement in NAEP performance.”
View the report: bit.ly/LaggLead

JAN 30 

HAWAii reGiONAl ScieNce BOWl
See bright high school minds at work at
Honolulu Community College. School
teams of four to five students will
compete round-robin style answering
questions about Biology, Chemistry,
Earth and Space Science, Energy,
Mathematics, and Physics. The winning
team is eligible to represent Hawaii at
the National Science Bowl in
Washington, D.C. this spring. More
information: hawaiisciencebowl.pcatt.org

YEAR IN REVIEW

celeBrATiNG OUr SUcceSSeS
It was another banner year for Hawaii’s
public schools! Take a look back at the
great things we accomplished together.
View online: bit.ly/HIDOE2015

JAN 15

MiDDle veX cHAMPiONSHiP
With the high school championship
completed, eyes turn to the Hawaiian
electric companies Middle School
veX championship at Stevenson
Middle. Team robots will compete in the
“Nothing But Net” game lobbing balls
into nets at and from various elevations.
Top teams will qualify for the CREATE
U.S. Open Robotics Championship in
Iowa April 7-9. Good luck! More online:
www.robotevents.com/robot
-competitions/vex-robotics-competition

JAN 30

ASTrONAUT elliSON ONiZUKA DAY
The University of Hawaii at Hilo is
inviting the public to a day of science
honoring Hawaii’s homegrown space
explorer who died during the final
Challenger mission.
Select from 20
science workshops
and interact with
18 displays.
Register: www.
spacegrant.hawaii
.edu/OnizukaDay.


