
As you enter Waikiki
Elementary, it is easy to spot the
students of Matthew Lawrence,
the 2014 State Teacher of the
Year. 
They will be building

climbing walls, solar powered
go-carts and model homes, or a
tennis ball launcher. When a
blackout hit the school in the
2009-10 school year, the lights
stayed on in Matthew’s
classroom, thanks to a student-
built bicycle generator that
powered six bulbs.
Relevancy and project-based

learning are hallmarks of
Matthew’s teaching, which
integrates the Philosophy for
Children concept to shape his
classroom into a community of
thinkers.
In 2007, Matthew launched a

science fair to provide students a
venue to share their experiments

and creations with their peers
and families. According to his
principal, Matthew’s “openness
to reform, his drive, his passion
are contagious.”
In a ceremony on Oct. 25,

Matthew was selected from
seven District Teachers of the
Year. The Polynesian Cultural
Center, a program corporate
sponsor, awarded $500 to all

district winners, plus $1,000
more to the state winner. The
state winner also recei ved a free
one-year lease of a new car
from the Hawaii Automobile
Dealers’ Association.

2014 STATE TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Lawrence impresses with innovation in classroom
Opportunities

TEACHERS

the national parks Service
has a website just for teachers,
offering distance learning, field
trips and curricular materials as
well as accredited professional
development opportunities. Visit
www.nps.gov/teachers.
Hawaii Council for the
Humanities is offering a free
workshop for K-12 teachers with
various interdisciplinary models
of project-based learning.
Saturday, Nov. 16, at UH-West
Oahu. Learn more/register:
hihumanities.org.
Get funding for your eligible
classroom projects through
Chevron’s Fuel Your School
program. Deadline: Nov. 30.
Details: fuelyourschool.com
/Markets/hawaii/

SCHOOLS

Capacity building Grants let
your school team cover the cost
of resources to land grants,
including personnel, training,
materials and more. Details:
hidoegrants.org/capacity.
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Matthew Lawrence, Waikiki Elem.
math and science teacher, is the
2014 State Teacher of the Year.

SAFETY

Drills begin on Oahu
high school campuses
The Department and

Honolulu Police have once
again teamed up to conduct
safety drills at several high
schools, beginning Oct. 21. 
The DOE also conducts

annual training for all
security personnel on best
practices and the latest
technologies. Last year, the
Safety, Security and
Emergency Preparedness
Branch and police addressed
concerns over active shooters
following incidents on
mainland school campuses. 

MAUI HIGH SCHOOL

Band, color guard invited to 2015 Rose Parade
Maui High School’s Saber

Marching Band & Color Guard
has been invited to appear in
the 126th Annual Rose Parade
on Jan. 1, 2015 in Pasadena,
Calif. It will mark the first
appearance by a Hawaii public
school band since Pearl City in
2006. It is also just the second
neighbor island school selected
for the prestigious, nationally
televised event.
The announcement was

made to a jubilant crowd on
Oct. 22 in the Maui High
Gym. Band Director Kerry
Wasano, who has led the
program since 1998, says the

band and color guard’s 110
students and extended ohana
are honored and humbled by
the invitation. 
Since 1950, 29 bands from

Hawaii have appeared, which
includes the Hawaii All-State
band, slated to perform in the
upcoming 2014 Rose Parade.
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Six Strategies
FOCUS: COMMON CORE ELA

K-12 student writing samples
aligned to the Common Core
ELA Writing Standards —
annotated by expert classroom
teachers and writing coaches,
collected from across the
country, clearly organized. 
On the Standards Toolkit site —
http://bit.ly/1agrfYu

DISTRICT WINNERS

Central Oahu: Teresa
Cramer, Hale Kula
Elementary
Windward Oahu: Dayna
Hironaka, Kahaluu
Elementary
Hawaii: Elizabeth Timbal, 
Keaau High
Leeward Oahu: Terra
Wight, Nanakuli High &
Intermediate
Maui: Anthony Williams, 
Paia Elementary
Kauai: Justin Yamagata,
Waimea Canyon Middle

Go to the DOE’s Facebook page
for video of student/community
reactions to the announcement.



Welcome to the new
“retooled” Education Update.
This publication will be printed
and distributed at the first Board
of Education meeting of the
month, and sent to schools for
posting. You can also view them
online on our newsletters page
at HawaiiPublicSchools.org.
You’ll see new features here

designed to spotlight items for
staff, gleaned from our memos,
website, social media and more.
It still offers a roundup of good-
news stories from around the
Department, with added
resources including key dates,
opportunities, and more. 

I encourage you
to prominently

post Education
Update at your school and share
it among your staff. 
If there’s something about

your school you would like to
have promoted in this monthly
newsletter, please get in touch
with the Communications and
Community Affairs Office at
586-3230 or doe_info
@hawaiidoe.org.

Very truly yours,

eDuCatiOn upDate  › nOVeMber 2013  › baCK paGe

Don’t Miss This!  EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

‹‹‹ NOV 21

HaWaii reGiOnaL SCienCe bOWL
Seeking bright young minds to be
tomorrow’s scientific leaders! The 2014
Hawaii Science Bowl will be held on
Jan. 25 at Honolulu Community College.
All Hawaii high schools are encouraged
to participate. Registration is now open
on the National Science Bowl website;
deadline is Nov. 21. 
info: Visit the Hawaii Science Bowl
website for a registration link, more:
http://hawaiisciencebowl.pcatt.org.

EARLY DEC

neW Staff intranet
Staff will be able to access forms,
manuals, training materials and other
documents — plus state- and Complex-
level communications — from one site.
Calendars from each office and
Complex Area will make it easier to
keep track of dates that are important to
you.
Keep an eye out in your inbox and in
memos for more information about this
important new resource for staff.

From the staff: Holiday recipes
We asked for your favorites and you came through. We’ll feature
another selection in December. Enjoy!

Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department of Education’s Communications and Community Affairs Office. It’s made available at
schools, at the first Board of Education meeting of the month and posted online at HawaiiPublicSchools.org. Need to connect with this audience? 
We welcome your submissions: 1390 Miller Street, Rm 312, Honolulu, HI 96813. Phone: (808) 586-3232; E-mail: doe_info@hawaiidoe.org.

Supt.’s Corner
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2013 Hawaii Regional Science Bowl
champions Maui High School, with
advisor Ed Ginoza.

‹‹‹ DEC 13

HOW Green are YOu?
The Green Ribbon Schools program
recognizes schools (such as Ewa Makai
Middle, pictured) that have reduced their
environmental impact, increased their
energy efficiency and improved the
health of their students and staff. Will
your school be the next winner? Please
see memo posted 9/13/2013 for details.
Contact: Gilbert Chun, Auxiliary
Services Branch, via Lotus Notes or
586-3452.

Submitted by 
Iris T. Kim, OCISS

Wipe mushrooms with
clean cloth and remove
stems. Saute stems and
chopped onion with half
the butter. Add stuffing
mix, bouillon and
seasonings. Stuff caps.

In 10x15 pan, melt other half of the butter. Place
stuffed mushrooms in pan. Bake at 350 degrees
for 10 minutes. Cool. Cover with foil and freeze.  

To serve, bake unthawed at 350 degrees for 15
mins, covered. Remove foil, and broil 3-5 mins. 

STUFFED MUSHROOM CAPS

35 medium
mushrooms
½ lb. butter

1 large
onion,

chopped
1 pkg.

seasoned
stuffing mix

1 cup
chicken
bouillon

Salt, pepper,
garlic salt to

taste

NOV 19

enDurinG WOrDS Of LinCOLn
On the sesquicentennial anniversary
of the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln
Elementary students grades 3-5 will
perform an original production based
on the enduring themes and poetry
of Lincoln’s famous speech, ending
with a schoolwide performance.
info: Shows at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
Tuesday, Nov. 19, school cafeteria.
Families/public welcome.


