
A senior at Waipahu High
School is the first Early
College High School
(ECHS) student in the state
to earn her college degree
before graduating from high
school. Rovy Anne Dipaysa
earned her associate of arts
(AA) degree from Leeward
Community College five
months ahead of her high
school graduation. 

Dipaysa moved to
Hawaiʻi from the Philip-
pines in 2012 and enrolled
in Waipahu Intermediate’s
English Language Learner
class. She credits the Early
College program with help-
ing her come out of her shell
and boosting her confidence.

“When I was in 7th and
8th grade, I was really shy
and sat in the corner not

speaking,”
she said.
“Now, I’m
able to con-
fidently
speak in
public and
know for

myself that I can further my
education.” Dipaysa com-
pleted enough college credit
courses to earn her AA. She
managed to do this by tak-
ing college-level classes at
Waipahu High School start-
ing the summer before her
freshman year in 2014
through ECHS and later
through a program called
Running Start where she
took courses at the Leeward
campus.

Full story, video:
bit.ly/HIDOE-Rovy
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Opportunities
EDUCATORS

Strategies for Struggling Read-
ers In All Subject Areas is a hy-
brid face-to-face/online course
offered by OCISS to help teach-
ers support secondary readers.
Sessions offered on Kauai and
Oahu beginning Jan. 27. Con-
sists of a one-day session where
participants will learn about and
participate in evidence-based
reading strategies. Participants
will complete assignments as
they work through modules. A
comprehensive portfolio includ-
ing student work samples will be
collected. Register on PDE3.

Fund for Teachers awards fel-
lowships (up to $5,000 for indi-
viduals, $10,000 for teams) for
self-designed professional learn-
ing experiences for preK-12
teachers who recognize the
value of inquiry, the power of
knowledge, and their ability to
make a difference. Grants are for
an unlimited variety of projects to
create enhanced learning envi-
ronments for teachers, students,
and school communities. Apply
by Jan 31. fft.fundforteachers.org

The AMLE Middle Grades Sum-
mit on Feb 2-3 at the Hawaii
Convention Center — 
an intensive, innovative summit
offering professional learning de-
signed exclusively for middle
grades educators. You will take
back ideas to immediately imple-
ment in your school and class-
room and network with other
passionate educators who, like
you, know that middle school is
their calling. http://www.amle.org
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MENTORING

New SPED
teachers find
‘marigold’

“I kept thinking to myself, 
‘I don't know why I’m doing this.’ 
I almost quit,” shared second year
Special Education (SPED) teacher
Carissa Simmons. Those thoughts
changed when she became a
participant in the Hawaii DOE’s
mentoring program.

Simmons was paired with SPED
mentor teacher Tracy Muranaka-
Ng, and what developed was a
strong system of support that both
claim made them better educators.
Muranaka-Ng is one of two SPED-
specific mentor teachers with the
department’s Hawaii Teacher
Induction Center. Prior to that, she
was a SPED teacher at Kuhio
Elementary and Webling
Elementary and has more than 15
years of experience with the DOE.

“Tracy’s background in SPED
has been so valuable. She really
understands what I’m going
through, and her feedback and
ideas are on point,” said Simmons.
“I have more confidence this year
and Tracy is only a text or phone
call away if I have any questions.
It’s been a wonderful experience.”

This type of support is known in
education as the Marigold Effect.

When it comes to gardening,
marigolds are one of the best
plants for companion planting –
helping to chase away certain pests
and improve flavor and growth of
other plants like carrots, cabbage
and cantaloupes. In teaching, these
companion plants take the form of
mentors like Muranaka-Ng who
help nurture teachers.
Full story, video: bit.ly/HIDOE-SPED

EARLY COLLEGE

Waipahu High student first
to earn AA before diploma

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Enjoy our roundup of 2017 in pictures, videos & stories
from the Hawai'i DOE and our schools. bit.ly/HIDOE-17

Dipaysa



How do you cultivate a love of reading?
This is a question that educators and parents
have long grappled with, and one that’s vital
to answer for as many students as possible —
literacy holds the key to understanding all
subjects, from languages to math to social
sciences. It’s the foundation of knowledge.

Keaukaha Elementary in the Hilo Complex
Area has been taking a yearlong innovative
approach to answering that question, which
peaked last month in a Student Showcase that
put the students’ favorite books in the spotlight.

“Reading has always been a focus for us,
but it was previously centered on how to read,
as a way to improve. Now we’re focusing on
the why we read,” said Principal Stacey
Bello. “ We want students to get excited about
reading — the stories, the characters. They
need to feel excited about books, and that
happens when they’re choosing stories and
characters that ignite a spark in them.”

LIP SYNC BATTLE 

At the start of 2017, the school had already
implemented “SURF” (silent uninterrupted
reading for fun) for 15 to 20 minutes a day in
all classes, and launched a guest reader
program. But the school's Academic Review
Team was kicking around ideas to trigger
stronger reading interest.

What would inspire children to read, say,
15,000 books in a semester? The idea that had
some traction is what they eventually pitched
to the school’s teachers — if the students hit
the mark, the teachers, assistants, support
staff, tutors and administration would perform
in a lip sync battle for the whole student body.

“There were a few reluctant teachers, but
we put it to them that we ask students to step
outside of their comfort zone all the time, so
we could do it, too,” said Lei Fa‘anunu, the
school’s academic coach and former 5th
grade teacher, who has been teaching at the
school since 2006.

It was all the students needed. Teachers
logged the readings of the school’s 426
students weekly, with assessments for each
varied by grade level. Toward the end of last
school year, Keaukaha’s students read 18,617
books. In May 2017, Keaukaha hosted its first
staff lip sync battle: eight group performances
that were judged by the top student reader
from each grade level. Principal Bello and her
lip sync crew won the battle with a mashup
that included “Apache (Jump on It),” “Ice, Ice
Baby,” “Gettin’ Jiggy Wit It,” “Single

Ladies,” “Gangnam Style” and “You Can’t
Touch This.”

“One student told me, ‘I would read a
thousand books to see my teacher do that
again,’” Fa‘anunu said.

SPARK BECOMES A FLAME

Now that they knew they could hit that
mark, Keaukaha has set that 15,000-book
goal for each semester (as of Dec. 15, they hit
15,211 books). But how to sustain the interest
and keep that ember burning and growing?

The idea for the Student Showcase was in a
list of planned activities in the school's
Academic Plan to try in the new school year.
“We didn’t imagine what it would become,”
Bello said. “It was a home run.”

Students were invited to create a project
using any media of their choice that
demonstrated what made their favorite book

so special. Even though this was an optional
activity, most students leapt at the chance to
create their own interpretation of their
favorite book. Teachers reached out to
families to ask them to collaborate with their
child so they would participate in the
learning, making it a group project.

On the due date, an avalanche of creations
appeared on campus: rap songs, puppets,
costumes, videos, posters, a ship made of
Legos, a diorama in a fishbowl. “Even the
kids who have academic challenges, they
really loved this project,” Fa‘anunu said.
“They took a lot of pride in their work.”

Students orally presented their projects to
their homerooms to demonstrate their
understanding of the material and explain
their interpretive process. The top project
from each classroom as voted by students is
represented on the school’s website, the top
four projects per grade level are on permanent
display in the library, and all projects were
part of the schoolwide showcase in the
cafeteria. For the showcase, teachers brought
their students to the cafeteria in shifts so all
students could see what their peers did and
learn more about the books. Each filled out a
list of five books they wanted to read based
upon the creations.

“The whole goal was to inspire students to
keep reading, and now they have even more
to read because they were inspired by what
their fellow students did,” Bello said. “It
wasn’t even just the amount of projects we
got back, but also the quality of the projects
and how involved the families were. This was
more than just a book report.”

Full story: bit.ly/SV-KeaukahaLit
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EVAN AUNA VIDEO

Enjoy this Keaukaha kindergartener’s
tribute to “The Usborne Big Book of Sea
Creatures” — vimeo.com/247863153

▼

Principal
Stacey Bello
and her lip
sync crew
with
Keaukaha
El's Battle
Trophy. Strike
a pose! The
performance
was the re-
ward for the
school’s stu-
dents in hit-
ting their
reading tar-
gets.
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Beef first step 
toward more local
food in school lunch 

Hawai‘i public schools served
locally raised, grass-fed beef in its
hamburger patties in December,
with elementary and middle
school students served teri ham-
burger steak and high school stu-
dents enjoying teri loco moco
lunches.

This is part of the Hawai‘i
DOE’s effort to include more
fresh local agriculture in student
meals. It is made possible through
a partnership with the Lieutenant
Governor’s Office, the State De-
partment of Agriculture, the
Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council and
the Hawaii Beef Industry Council.

“This is a great step forward in
providing healthy options in our
meal program and working with
partners to make these opportuni-
ties possible,” said Supt. Christina
Kishimoto. 

In 2015, Lt. Gov. Shan Tsutsui
spearheaded a partnership effort
called, “Farm to School” (also
known as ‘Aina Pono), with HI-
DOE, the Department of Agricul-
ture and The Kohala Center to in-
crease local food in school
lunches using products from the
local community.

The Farm to School Initiative
addresses the supply and demand
issues surrounding the purchasing
of local food for our State school
cafeterias. The Initiative also aims
to systematically increase state
purchasing of local food for our
school menus as well as connect
our keiki with the ‘āina (land)
through their food, using products
from the local agricultural commu-
nity.

Today, the Farm to School Ini-
tiative is included under ‘Aina
Pono, which HIDOE has now
adopted as its own. In addition to
school gardens, nutrition, agricul-
ture, health and food education,
‘Aina Pono has expanded to in-
clude test kitchens, meal pro-

grams, menu planning and efforts
to include more fresh local agri-
culture in student meals.

BUILDING AT KĀNE‘OHE EL
NAMED FOR SEN. AKAKA

Kāne‘ohe Elementary students,
faculty and special guests dedi-
cated its administration building
after U.S. Senator Daniel K.
Akaka, who once served as prin-
cipal of the school.

Sen. Akaka’s daughter, Millan-
nie Mattson, and his first grand-
son, David Mattson, helped with
the unveiling of a special plaque
to be displayed in the front office.

“My dad always tells us, ‘You
never stop learning. You always
take advantage of the opportunity
to learn even more. You learn
here, you learn at home, you learn
wherever you are and you use
(those lessons) to the best of your
ability,” said Mrs. Mattson who
read a message from her father to
the students.

Many staff and community
members made contributions in
preparation for the dedication cer-
emony, which ranged from beauti-
fying the campus to providing lei.
The school’s fourth and sixth
graders performed an oli (Hawai-

ian chant) that was written by the
school’s custodian, Wali Camvel.

“While at Kāne‘ohe, the Sena-
tor’s most significant legacy is the
model he provided as a school
leader,” said Principal Derek Mi-
nakami. “During his tenure, the
norm for administrators was to be
strict disciplinarians and less ac-
cessible for students; however,
Sen. Akaka stood out as a princi-
pal – he was sincerely interested
in students and their learning.”

Sen. Akaka was first elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives
in 1976, and served there for 14
years. He served in the U.S. Sen-
ate from 1990 until Jan. 3, 2013,
when he retired.

KALIHI WAENA EL STUDENTS
GIFTED BACKPACKS

Students at Kalihi Waena Ele-
mentary got a special holiday gift
of a new backpack in a generous
donation from Primary Residen-
tial Mortgage, Inc. (PRMI)
Hawaii and the Kids in Need
Foundation. All 470 students at
the school received the new back-
packs, containing crayons, note-
books and other school supplies.

“This donation not only impacts
our students, but our entire school
community from our teachers to
our parents,” said Principal Ron-
nie Victor. “Having school sup-
plies allows our students to be
more organized and ready to learn,
and this makes it easier for both
our teachers and students.” 

Although parents generally pur-
chase school supplies at the start
of the school year, the need for
some items, like backpacks, varies
with use and daily wear and tear.
The new JanSport backpacks were
passed out to students by PRMI
Hawaii’s staff. 

“Our staff at PRMI was so
thrilled to see the excitement on
the students’ faces when they re-
ceived their backpacks and gifts,”
said PRMI Hawaii Regional
Branch Manager Nelson Oyado-
mari.

Success Stories  MORE AT HAWAIIPUBLICSCHOOLS.ORG

RECIPE: PANIOLO BEEF PATTY

Want to recreate the delicious school meal at home? 
Here's the recipe.

INGREDIENTS
3/4 lbs. raw ground beef (no
more than 20% fat)
1/4 cup rolled oats
1 fresh large egg
4 tsp beef stock, non-MSG
(Follow instructions on
package for desired quantity)
4 tsp instant nonfat dry milk
7 tsp fresh onions, chopped
1/2 tsp fresh garlic, chopped
1/4 tsp fresh ginger, chopped
1¾ dried parsley
Ground black or white pepper
(to taste)
Salt (to taste)

DIRECTIONS
Blend all ingredients until well
mixed. Do not overmix.

Portion into 3/8-cup patties.
Flatten each patty into an oval
shape.

Bake in conventional oven:
350° F for 25-30 minutes.
Convection oven: 300° F for
15-20 minutes.
Recommended: Heat oven to
165° F or higher for at least 15
seconds before baking.

For food safety: Hold for hot
service at 135° F or higher.

Optional: Top with your favorite
teriyaki sauce.



Happy New Year!
It has been an honor getting to

know the diverse school commu-
nities that make the Hawai‘i
State Department of Education
so special. 

Over the last five months I’ve
visited schools in all of the 15
complex areas across the state
and have observed innovation,
hard work, and the aloha spirit.

I learned about the variety of
school design models currently
being implemented and received
feedback from students, teachers
and parents on what’s working
and how we can better serve
Hawai‘i’s keiki when it comes to
their academic desires, life and

career aspirations, as well as the
needs of the state. 

It has been inspiring to see the
successes that have come to
fruition this year that were put
into motion long before my ar-
rival — from the strong and con-
tinued growth shown by our stu-
dents in the Advanced Placement
exams and dual credit programs
to the numerous groundbreakings
and building openings we’ve cel-
ebrated across the Islands. 

I applaud our school, district
and state personnel for their vi-
sion and dedication in making all
of this happen. 

Now, as we look forward to
2018, there will be continued

transformation taking place —
from carrying out Hawai‘i’s plan
for the federal Every Student
Succeeds Act to advancing the
goals of the Strategic Plan
through our high-impact strate-
gies: school design, student
voice, and teacher collaboration.  

I’m discussing with our
Hawai‘i DOE state team and
schools how to ensure we’re put-
ting the right time and energy
into all levels of our HIDOE
Learning Organization (chart:
bit.ly/HIDOELearnOrg) —
meaning we continue to be lead-
ers in providing education with
equity and excellence, but we
also use the high-impact strate-

gies to deliver teach-
ing and learning more ef-

fectively, and we make space for
new ideas outside the scope of
common practice but which have
great potential for student learn-
ing and readiness. 

Thank you for your support of
our public schools and our mis-
sion to ensure that all students
reach their aspirations from early
learning through college, career
and citizenship. 

I invite you to stay up to date
on our progress and new initia-
tives by visiting our website at
HawaiiPublicSchools.org and
subscribing to our newsletters.
It’s going to be an exciting year!

Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department’s Communications Office, distributed to schools, the first Board of Education meeting of the month, 
and posted to HawaiiPublicSchools.org. We encourage submissions! Please contact us at the phone, email or social channels above.
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Don’t Miss This!  EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

JAN 27

SCIENCE & MATH DAZZLERS
The Hawaii Regional Science Bowl at
Honolulu Community College is an
academic competition in which student
teams face-off in a fast-paced question-
and-answer format, being tested on a
range of science disciplines including
biology, chemistry, Earth science,
physics, energy, and math. The winning
team will compete at the National
Science Bowl in April in Washington
D.C. http://hawaiisciencebowl.pcatt.org

JAN 15

“The function of education is to teach
one to think intensively and to think

critically. Intelligence plus character —
that is the goal of true education.” 

— Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

‹‹‹ JAN

2018 LEGISLATURE
Hawai‘i DOE state leaders will be
working with the House and Senate
committees and the executive branch
on support for schools and programs;
offices will also be providing reports and
data as requested by legislators. The
Fiscal Year 2019 supplemental budget
will be presented; documents and the
process can be found here:
bit.ly/DOEbudget. Reports for this
session can be found here:
bit.ly/DOELegReports.

‹‹‹ FEB

MAHINA ‘ŌLELO HAWAI‘I
The Hawaiʻi DOE joins the state in
celebrating Hawaiian Language Month.
Learn more about our work with the
Hawaiian Education (bit.ly/HIDOE-HSP)
and Hawaiian Language Immersion
(bit.ly/Kaiapuni) programs. Adults
interested in connecting with Hawaiian
language and culture are encouraged to
visit our partner Kamehameha Schools’
online Aʻo Makua program: ksdl.ksbe
.edu/aomakua. Ola ka ‘ōlelo Hawai‘i!


