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PROGRAM FY 2019-2020 FY 2020-2021

Early College funding for High schools $1,500,000 $1,500,000
Educational specialist ii 1.0 permanent position

Purpose
HIDOE’s Early College Program administers the Dual Credit program, which
allows HIDOE high school students to take classes that satisfy the requirements
for both a Hawai‘i high school diploma and a University of Hawai‘i System
(UH) degree. The most common Dual Credit programs are Early College and
Running Start. The Early College program offers college-level courses, taught
by UH professors or qualified high school teachers, in high schools. 

Currently, 33 of 43 HIDOE high schools have an Early College program. Dual
credit participation increased by more than 800 students in one year, with
Early College driving much of the growth. Additional funds will grow Early Col-
lege by allowing more high schools to offer the courses and expanding course
offerings in high schools with existing programs.

In short, students are afforded the opportunity to simultaneously earn a high
school diploma and credits toward an Associate’s degree or Bachelor’s degree,
tuition free. This will help the state achieve its “55 by ‘25” goal of having 55%
of Hawai‘i’s adults earn a college degree by 2025.

DEsCripTion of rEquEsT: The Early College Program, within the Office of Curriculum and Instructional Design at the Hawai‘i
State Department of Education (HIDOE), is requesting $1,500,000 to subsidize the cost of offering Early College courses at high school
campuses and an Educational Specialist II position to manage the Early College Program.

SOURCE: Hawai‘i P-20 
Partnerships for Education

The more Early College classes
offered, the more our high school
completers participate.

Class of 2013 to 2017: dual credit versus no dual credit
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Justification
The Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce projected that, by 2020, 70% of jobs in Hawaii will require that em-
ployees have some level of post-high school education. However, according to the United States Census Bureau, just 44% of Hawai‘i’s
adults currently hold a 2- or 4-year college degree. National and local studies have shown the effectiveness of dual credit programs on
the rates of students entering college and staying in college, and the improved outcomes for economically disadvantaged students.  
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