
LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Comprehensive Accountability System 
 
 
REFERENCE: Section 302A-1004(b), Hawaii Revised Statutes 
 
 
ACTION The department shall submit a report on the specifics 
REQUESTED: of the implementation of the comprehensive accountability system, 

as well as the fiscal requirements and legislative actions necessary 
to maintain and improve the accountability system. 

 
 
DOE REPORT: The Department of Education (Department) has a comprehensive 

accountability system that provides clear, concise, and actionable 
information on the Department’s work in monitoring and improving 
student achievement, ensuring their safety and well-being, and 
promoting their civic responsibility. 

 
 The Department's "Accountability Framework" was published in 

November 2003 in order to establish the foundation and conceptual 
framework for educational accountability in Hawaii.  The framework 
was an effort to coordinate state and federal accountability 
initiatives into a holistic product that contained and explained 
department-wide strategic goals and key performance measures.  It 
also sought to bring the state and federal accountability 
expectations into congruence with various state program planning, 
budgeting, and evaluation requirements.  Finally, it represented the 
promotion of an accountability model that is essential to continuous 
improvement at all levels in the educational system. 

 
 In May 2003, the United States Department of Education (USDOE) 

approved Hawaii’s Consolidated State Application Accountability 
Workbook that incorporated the myriad accountability requirements 
of the No Child Left Behind Act.  That Accountability Workbook is 
amended with the approval of the federal government.  The most 
recent set of amendments took place in November 2011.  The 
following is a summary of the most substantive revisions: 

 
 



Substantive Amendment Requests for Spring 2011 Disposition 
To specify that grade 3 and 4 Hawaiian Language Immersion 
Program students will take a Hawaiian language translation of 
the Hawaii State Assessment (i.e., the Hawaii State 
Assessment – Translated) instead of the Hawaiian Aligned 
Portfolio Assessment or HAPA (which was discontinued). 

Approved 

To indicate that a standard setting panel established new cut 
scores for the four proficiency levels in reading and mathematics 
since all schools will be administering the Hawaii State 
Assessment by means of an online testing system beginning in 
school year 2010-2011. 

Approved 

To permit students to take (i.e., "attempt") a reading or 
mathematics assessment up to three times, but allow only their 
highest valid score in reading and their highest valid score in 
mathematics to be used for accountability (i.e., adequate yearly 
progress) purposes. 

Approved 

To attribute participation to the school where a student, including 
a transferring student, was enrolled on Monday, May 2, 2011 
(instead of the school where the student took the first reading, 
mathematics, or science test session) for purposes of the 
2010-2011 Hawaii State Assessment. 
 
To attribute proficiency to the school where the full academic 
year requirement is met regardless of when or how many times 
(in addition to where) a transferring student takes an 
assessment. 

Approved 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved 

To specify that if the growth in a student group's graduation rate 
is greater than or equal to the constant rate necessary to close 
the gap between the four-year adjusted-cohort graduation rate 
and the annual measurable graduation rate objective over a 
period of four years, then the group makes AYP with respect to 
graduation rate even though it did not meet the annual 
measurable graduation rate objective for that school year 
beginning with the 2011-2012 Hawaii State Assessment. 

Approved 

To change the definition of student type code "S" in the SIS/VAX 
system from "IDEA eligible with an active IEP" to "IDEA base 
eligible".  To specify that the definition of "IDEA base eligible" 
includes SPED students with initial IEPs that have not been 
activated, yet.) 

Denied pending appeal 

To describe the "roll-up" rules for merging the new "Federal 7" 
race/ethnicity categories (i.e., Asian, Native Hawaiian or Pacific 
Islander, White, Hispanic/Latino, American Indian or Alaska 
Native, Black or African American, and Two or more Races) into 
the existing "Federal 5" race/ethnicity categories 
(i.e., Asian/Pacific Islander, White, Hispanic/Latino, Native 
American, and Black or African American) for AYP purposes. 
 
To include part-Hispanic/Latino students in the "Hispanic/Latino" 
(Federal 5) category for AYP purposes whether or not primary 
race is specified.  To include the "Two or more Races" 
(Federal 7) category in the "Asian/Pacific Islander" (Federal 5) 
category if ethnicity is not "Hispanic". 

Approved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved 



To specify that the HIDOE will use a minimum "n" criterion of 
forty students when calculating a "four-year adjusted-cohort 
graduation rate" for schools with a 12th grade, the LEA/SEA, and 
each disaggregated student group. 

Approved 

To specify that all students enrolled in grades 4, 8, and 10 (rather 
than 4, 6, and 10) must take the science component of either the 
Hawaii State Assessment, the Hawaii State Assessment – 
Translated, or the Hawaii State Alternate Assessment beginning 
with the 2010-2011 Hawaii State Assessment. 

Approved 

To change the HIDOE's long-term graduation rate goal and 
annual graduation rate objective for school year 2013-2014 from 
90% to 85%.  To change the annual graduation rate objectives 
for school years 2010-2011, 2011-2012, and 2012-2013 from 
85% to 80%. 

Denied pending 
submission of revised 
request 

To specify that students who are unable to take the Hawaii State 
Assessment, the Hawaii State Alternate Assessment, or the 
Hawaii State Assessment - Translated because of a "unique, 
significant medical emergency" count against the LEA/SEA but 
not a school for participation purposes. 

Approved 

 
 

 Act 51, Session Laws of Hawaii 2004, as amended by Act 221, 
Session Laws of Hawaii 2004, provided an additional impetus to 
clarify and enhance the Department accountability system and 
processes.  One of the most fundamental changes in that system is 
the publication of annual Educational & Fiscal Accountability Trend 
Reports on every school and complex as well as for the system as 
a whole.  The trend reports provide the most recent three years of 
data on a broad set of indicators measuring student achievement 
as well as the Department’s efforts to ensure their safety and well-
being, and promote their civic responsibility.  The reports, which are 
designed to be simple, accessible, and easy to read, are placed on 
the Department’s website annually at 
http://arch.k12.hi.us/school/trends/trends.html. 


