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Over 40 public schools diving into ‘Hour of Code’
COMPUTER SCIENCE EDUCATION WEEK: DEC. 8-14

More public and charter
schools are jumping into
Hour of Code this year. Part
of Computer Science
Education Week, the Hour
of Code is a global
movement to spark interest
in and passion for coding in
schools and beyond.
“We want students to
explore coding as means to
convey their learning,” said
librarian Michelle Colte of
Hale Kula Elementary.

“Students learn to persevere
through coding — to solve
problems, to figure out how
to make something happen.
It empowers them.”
Said technology teacher
Shane Asselstine, Momilani
Elementary: “Coding affects
everything around us from
video games to rocket
science and it is important
that students are aware of
just how far reaching these
skills can go.”

Opportunities
TEACHERS

Teachers grades 3-12 are invited
to join a free Whale Watch
Workshop aboard the Atlantis
Navatek, departing from Aloha
Tower on Jan. 17. The Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale
National Marine Sanctuary is
planning hands-on exercises
including a study of whale
biology and observation/data
collection. Only 75 seats
available. Details on the
Opportunities list on the Intranet:
intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/
Lists/Opportunities

Students at Momilani Elementary participating in last year’s Hour of Code event.

ONLINE

See how five DOE schools are joining
the 2014 Hour of Code in our
Success Stories: bit.ly/2014HOCHI

Carlson, Krieg take helm of facilities, human resources offices
NEW LEADERSHIP

Dann Carlson, who was
named Assistant Superintendent
of the Office of School
Facilities and Support Services,
left his position at the Pentagon
to join the DOE.
From 2011 to 2013, Carlson
was the deputy joint base
commander at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor Hickam. He led more
than 900 Air Force personnel in
six squadrons: civil
engineering, security forces,

Carlson

Krieg

contracting, communications,
logistics and force support.
Barbara Krieg, the DOE’s
new Assistant Superintendent of
Human Resources, was the

The International Reading
Association is offering up to
$4,000 to support teacher
inquiries related to literacy and
instruction in the Teacher as
Researcher Grant program.
Applicants must be practicing
pre-K-12 teachers with full- or
part-time classroom teaching
responsibilities and members in
good standing with the
Association. Details on the
Opportunities list on the Intranet:
intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/
Lists/Opportunities

State’s Director of the
Department of Human
Resources Development since
2011. During her tenure, she
established an Equal
Employment Opportunity
program for state employees,
restored an employee training
and development program, and
reorganized the department’s
structure to align the delivery of
personnel services within the
state. She is also a labor attorney.

2013-14 Strive HI results

Congrats to our Outstanding Strive HI Schools! This month: Top performers in reading proficiency. Online: bit.ly/13-14StriveHI

MOST IMPROVED SCHOOLS

Kula Aupuni Niihau (KANAKA)*
Halau Ku Mana*

Kahuku High & Intermediate

Honokaa High & Intermediate
Olomana School*

2013 2014
--

--

--

--

60%

70%

--

--

59%

69%

* schools with small student populations have their
results suppressed to protect student privacy.
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TOP-SCORING SCHOOLS

2014

Kaelepulu Elementary

93%

Kula Aupuni Niihau (KANAKA)*
Noelani Elementary

Haleiwa Elementary

--

93%

92%

Hickam Elementary

92%

Waikiki Elementary

92%

Mililani Ike Elementary
/HIDOE808

/HIDOE808

92%

doe_info@hawaiidoe.org

eDucation upDate › December 2014 › bacK paGe

Don’t Miss This!

EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

DEC 17

ecYbermiSSion cHaLLenGe

This web-based Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
competition is a forum for 6th, 7th, 8th
and 9th grade teams to propose
solutions for real problems in your
community, and compete for state,
regional and national awards. Mission
challenges include alternative energy;
environment; food, health & fitness;
national security & safety; robotics and
more. Registration closing soon. Visit
www.ecybermission.com.

“Compulsion,” by
Makoa Ho, Kahuku H&I.

free ‘Sort it out’ SHow

Honolulu Theatre for Youth
is offering a 60-minute
traveling show about
recycling. Filled with song,
laughter, and games, “Sort
It Out” entertains students
while educating them about the city's
curbside recycling program. Limited
availability during February, reserve early.
For bookings, contact HTY School
Reservations Manager, Jaye Griffin, at
839-9885 or schools@htyweb.org.

Teens in grades 7-12 can apply in 15 art
categories, including ceramics, comic
art, drawing/illustration, fashion,
film/animation, painting, photography
and more. Submissions are juried by
luminaries in the visual arts. Panelists
look for works that best exemplify
originality, technical skill, and the
emergence of a personal vision. More
than $250,000 is given annually through
the Scholastic Awards program. Visit
www.artandwriting.org/Affiliate/HI001A

Smarter tHan a 5 GraDer?

Solve for the following math question:

Mr. Jones will cut 6 identical loaves of
bread into pieces that are ¼ loaf each.
Part A: After he cuts the 6 loaves,
how many pieces will Mr. Jones
have?

Part B: Mr. Jones will sell
/3 of the pieces that he cut in
Part A. How many pieces of
bread will Mr. Jones sell?

2

(Answer below.)
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SMARTER BALANCED EXAM ›››

FEBRUARY

Last month, I attended a
gathering at the White House of
superintendents from across the
country who were driving digital
learning in their school
communities.
Hawaii was invited to the
“ConnectED to the Future” event
because of our efforts to empower
teachers with technology and
training, and empower students
through individualized learning
and dynamic content.
Our systemic effort began with
the Access Learning pilot. The
Legislature granted $8.2 million
to fund device purchases and
training on a 1:1 basis at eight

‹‹‹ JAN 9

FUTURE READY LEARNING

bit.ly/FutureReady

schools. The focus was not on
the device, however, rather on
how technology can be a tool to
support teachers’ efforts to
personalize instruction and
engage students. Teachers were
provided devices and training in
fall 2013, devices rolled out to
students in spring 2014.
The results need to be
replicated elsewhere. Teachers
and students reported increased
engagement and readiness, and
teachers reported reduced burden

HawaiiPublicSchools.org

of workload. Parents
were reinvigorated in
their support for public
schools when they saw the
digital transformation. (Year 1
report from UH-West Oahu:
bit.ly/AccessHILeg.)
One of the key takeaways:
Teachers need support on
strategies to integrate technology
as a tool to support teaching and
learning — not just “once and
done,” but on an ongoing basis,
with chances for individual help.
Now, to the expansion. To get
more of our schools, staff and
students Future Ready, we have
asked the Legislature to fund this
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effort with $30.8 million
over the next two years
(bit.ly/DOEFB2015-17).
We will partner with private
industry and foundations to help
us drive the initiative forward.
We will support the personal
learning networks that have
sprouted thanks to the innovation
of our tech-savvy teachers.
It was gratifying to be in
Washington D.C. to stand with
other superintendents driving
similar change in their districts.
Hawaii is at the forefront. We
aim to keep it that way.
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Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department of Education’s Communications and Community Affairs Office, distributed to
schools, the first Board of Education meeting of the month and posted online at HawaiiPublicSchools.org. We encourage submissions!
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