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Ilima Intermediate School
held a Career Day featuring 27
guest speakers  covering a wide
variety of occupations to help
give students guidance on their
future directions in life. The 7th
and 8th grade students were
able to ask detailed questions
about specific work, including
the best and worst parts of the
job, training required and salary.
“It’s extremely important to

set yourself a goal to finish high
school to give yourself the
mobility to do more and create

more opportunities," said
Brigadier General Gary Brito,
25th Infantry Division Deputy
Commanding General —
Operations. “Set your goals, be
tenacious and never ever give
up in what you want to do.”
Guest speakers covered a

wide variety of careers including
private investigator, biologist,
chemist, nurse, real estate
broker, athletics coach, athletics
trainer, firefighter, architect, web
designer, police officer, and
attorney, among others.
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Opportunities
EDUCATORS

The USDOE designed the
Teaching Ambassador
Fellowship to enable
outstanding teachers to bring
their expertise to the national
dialogue about education. Due
Dec. 14. www2.ed.gov/programs
/teacherfellowship/index.html.

The International Literacy
Association offers its members
access to the Teacher as
researcher Grant — $5,000
toward research inquiries about
literacy and instruction in their
classroom. The study project
may be carried out using any
research method or approach so
long as the focus is on
reading/writing or literacy. Due
Jan. 15. www.literacyworldwide
.org/about-us/awards-grants/ila-
teacher-as-researcher-grant.

SCHOOLS

The NOAA Bay Watershed
education and Training (B-
WET) Hawaii Program provides
federal funding to help develop
new programs, encourage
innovative partnerships, and
advance environmental
education efforts. Funded
projects provide meaningful
watershed educational
experiences for students,
professional development for
teachers, service learning
opportunities for students, and
support regional education and
environmental priorities.  From
$25,000-$150,000. Due Jan. 19.
intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/
Lists/Opportunities

NFL GREAT SAPOLU
VISITS FARRINGTON
The former Govs all-star who
went on to win four Super
Bowl titles with the San
Francisco 49ers returned to
his alma mater to recognize
the school for its positive
contributions to athletics,
American football, and Super
Bowl history.
Story: bit.ly/GovsNFL

INNOVATIVE TECH-P.E.
PROGRAM HONORED
Ewa Makai Middle School is
one of 41 schools selected by
Noodle for its inaugural
“Innovative Schools” list. The
school’s unique approach to
physical education through its
Tech P.E. program helped
earn them a spot on the list
out of 140,000 schools.  
Story: bit.ly/EMMSpe

KAIMUKI HIGH UNVEILS
DAZZLING MURAL
The Worldwide Voyage of the
Hōkūle‘ā is represented as a
reminder of the courage of
that journey, and to inspire
Mālama Honua. Students
researched themes and
connected to cultural values
to bring "Ho‘o Kahewai,
Ho‘oulu ‘Aina" to life.
Story: bit.ly/KHSmural

“We’re halfway around the world and we’re still home.” — Nainoa Thompson, with Hōkūle‘ā in S. Africa

Career Day affords a glimpse of
the future at Ilima Intermediate

Success Stories

TOP STrive Hi
ScHOOlS: elA
(Statewide: 48%)

Kaelepulu El          86%
Noelani El              82%
Waikiki El               82%
Mililani Ike El         81%
Momilani El            81%
Nuuanu El              81% 
Roosevelt High      80%
Manoa El               79%
Hickam El              77%
Mililani Mauka El   77%
Moanalua High       77%

Full results online:
bit.ly/StriveHI14-

15release

Brigadier General Gary Brito addresses students at Ilima’s Career Day.



Assessments. Performance
evaluations. Heat. Special
education. These are just a few
topics the DOE tackles on a
continuing basis. However,
we’re also working on hundreds
of additional complex issues to
ensure that children in Hawaii
receive a quality education.
Four years ago, the Board of

Education and the DOE set a
strategic and ambitious plan that
included raised academic rigor
and better preparation for
students to graduate ready for
college, career and community.
There have been bumps along
the way in transitioning to the

Hawaii Common Core Standards
and a new assessment; however,
after much effort, we now have a
new baseline with a clear picture
of how our students are doing
and where we need to improve.
Our third year of Strive HI

Performance System results
showed schools are maintaining
recent gains. Notably, chronic
absenteeism in our elementary
schools statewide dropped to 11
percent. This is huge — coming
to school is a top predictor of a
student's future academic success.
What concerns us most is the

performance of our students who
have high-needs and are

struggling. For some of these
students, English is not their first
language. Some have different
learning or social and emotional
needs. Many are economically
challenged. Some have a
combination of some or all of the
above. We must close the “gap”
for these children — all of them.
Let’s remember what “all kids”

means. There are about 180,000
students in our public schools.
More than 50 percent receive free
or reduced meals. More than
2,000 are homeless. While it is
our goal to see all students thrive,
the DOE is not the “Department
of Everything.” We cannot do it

alone. Parent
involvement
and support, and
partnerships with our
communities, state agencies and
businesses, are critical to the
success of schools and students.
Moving ahead, you will see

more tailored supports for
schools based on principal and
teacher feedback. We will focus
on providing students with more
workforce and advanced learning
opportunities with partnership
engagement. Our goal: sustain
momentum and positive growth.

Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department of Education’s Communications and Community Affairs Office, distributed to schools, 
the first Board of Education meeting of the month and posted online at HawaiiPublicSchools.org. We encourage submissions! 
Please send to: 1390 Miller Street, Rm 312, Honolulu, HI 96813. Phone: (808) 586-3232; Email: doe_info@hawaiidoe.org.
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Don’t Miss This!  EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

‹  

JANUARY

NATiONAl MeNTOriNG MONTH
In real life, who do you turn to? Nine
million kids in America are growing up
without an answer to this question. They
make everyday choices about life’s big
decisions without enough guidance and
support – the kind most of us count on.
Every kid should have someone to turn
to. Mentoring is linked to improved
academic, social and economic
prospects. Join the movement, Mentor
IN REAL LIFE. Learn more:
www.nationalmentoringmonth.org.

Published in the Honolulu Star-Advertiser, Nov. 15, for American Education Week. Full article: bit.ly/AEW2015

ARTS & STANDARDS ›››

reAD A WOrK OF ArT
Art is a powerful pathway into the
Hawaii Common Core  standards —
observe! describe! interpret! pursue
further inquiry! Our latest collaboration
with the Honolulu Museum of Art,
featuring Hubert Vos’ “Kolomona:
Hawaiian Troubadour,” can be found
on the Arts page of the HIDOE website
(bit.ly/HIDOEarts) with related curricula.
Large printed posters with resources
are coming to classrooms soon.

DEC 11 & 12

rOBOTS iNvADe PeArl ciTY HS
The Hawaii State High School veX
robotics championship will include
top robotics teams from high schools
statewide. Six robots will qualify for the
World Championship in Louisville, KY
April 20-23. The Game: Nothing But
Net. Alliances vie to build robots that
can pitch balls of varying values into a
low and high net for points around a
12’x12’ court, and even more points for
robot elevations. Watch the video:
https://youtu.be/A8daR6qBw3M

Happy Holidays!
Dec. 21-Jan. 6*

12-mo teachers Jan. 4, all teachers Jan. 5,
students return Jan. 6

JAN 29

BriGHT ScHOOlS cOMPeTiTiON
This free, hands-on exploration
designed especially for middle school
students (grades 6-8) creates a learning
experience that helps students, parents,
and teachers better understand the link
among light, sleep, and student health
and performance. The competition is
free to enter and offers great prizes for
students and teachers. Sponsored by
the National Sleep Foundation and
National Science Teachers Association.
brightschoolscompetition.org.


