
The Department bid aloha to
longtime educators Lea Albert
and Valerie Takata as new
leaders were appointed to key
state offices and Complex Areas.

The Board of Education
recognized both leaders with
resolutions in their honor before
approving Matt Ho as the next
CAS of Castle-Kahuku and Brad
Bennett as CAS of Hilo-
Waiakea. Other appointments: 

• Suzanne
Mulcahy to
Assistant
Superintendent
of Office of
Curriculum,
Instruction and
Student Support.

• Tammi Oyadomari-Chun,
Ed. D. to Assistant
Superintendent of Strategy,
Innovation, and Performance.

• Dawn Kau‘i Sang as the
Director of Office of Hawaiian
Education.

The U.S. Department of
Education announced Hawaii’s
school accountability and
improvement system, Strive
HI, has received a full three
years of unconditional
flexibility from provisions of
the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA), also
known as No Child Left
Behind (NCLB).

“This announcement truly
honors the progress and hard
work of Hawaii’s school
leaders and educators,” stated
Supt. Kathryn Matayoshi.

“This continuation of our
ESEA Flexibility Waiver
allows us to stay the course
with the Strive HI system.”

The Strive HI Performance
System was first approved in
May 2013. It is a culmination
of work by Hawaii educators,
parents, community groups,
and higher education

professionals. Based directly
on input from principals, this
year the Department worked to
improve the Strive HI
Performance System by:

• Adding measures to the
Strive HI Index to reflect school
success more accurately;

• Improving the
classification process so
schools are classified by level
(elementary, middle, high); and

• Clarifying the Strive HI
Index by replacing complicated
measures with more simplified,
but equally rigorous, options.

Superintendent’s

ONLINE

Overview of changes for
School Years 2014-15, 2015-
16: bit.ly/StriveHISystem
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Opportunities
SCHOOLS

The Cooke Foundation
Beautification Awards grants
$5,000 to schools for their
campus beautification projects.
One elementary school, one
middle school and one high
school will be selected. Due
Sept. 1. Details and application:
www.cookefdn.org
/grantseekers

EDUCATORS

The Council for Economic
Education recognizes excellence
in economic and financial
education by honoring three
national educators with The
John Morton Excellence in the
Teaching of Economics
Awards. Awardees will receive
$1,000 and an expenses-paid
trip to the Financial Literacy and
Economic Education Conference
in Florida, October 2015. The
program is open to all K-12
teachers that are members of
the CEE Educator Community.
Due July 15. Details:
www.councilforeconed.org/progr
ams-2/teacher-awards
Boynton Grants (up to $1,500)
support educators and students
to promote awareness,
conservation, protection, and
preservation of Hawaii’s unique
environment, and to encourage
Hawaiian cultural values such as
malama, kokua, laulima,
kuleana, lokahi and pono. Due
Aug. 3. Download application
from the Opportunities List:
https://intranet.hawaiipublicscho
ols.org/Lists/Opportunities 

CREATING HEAVENLY
VIEWS WITH GEMINI DATA
An innovative program
offered by the Gemini
Observatory enables high
school science students and
working astronomers to
collaborate using telescope
data. One outcome —
beautiful illustrations of the
known universe.
Story: bit.ly/DOEgemini

SCHOOLS A NATIONAL
MODEL FOR COUNSELING
Waianae Intermediate and
Nanaikapono Elementary
earn national praise from the
American School Counselor
Association for their efforts to
raise student achievement
through comprehensive
counseling services. They are
ASCA Model Programs.
Story:bit.ly/WaianaeRAMP

COMMANDER EXTENDS
DUTY FOR DAUGHTER
Thanks to his children's
exceptional achievements at
Kalaheo High, U.S. Navy
Commander Brian Grimm
extended his Hawaii duty for
three more years so his
younger daughter could
graduate from there. “We've
loved our time in Hawaii.”
Story: bit.ly/NavyGrad

“The best makerspace is between your ears.” — Tweeted at #ISTE2015

Strive HI granted three-year approval

Education leadership
appointments named

Success Stories

Bennett Ho Mulcahy

Oyadomari-
Chun



Summertime is a perfect time
to reflect on successes from the
past year: 

• Our stories on Waianae and
Farrington High’s huge gains in
the College & Career Readiness
Indicators reports were wildly
popular on Facebook.

• King Kekaulike graduating
senior Kisa Uradomo was
selected for Carnegie Hall’s
National Youth Orchestra, and is
playing dates in China this month.

• Three Maui students in PBS
Hawaii’s HIKI NO program
were selected for the national
PBS Student Reporting Labs
program.

• Academic coaches were
given well-deserved recognition
(story: bit.ly/DOEacadcoach)
after one of their own, Mililani
Uka’s Jana Fukada, won the
$25,000 Milken Educator Award.

• Future Ready pioneers at
Keaau El hosted their 2nd virtual
field trip to Kilauea (with co-host
Nanakuli El providing cultural
education) and became citizen
scientists at the 2015 National
Geographic BioBlitz. 

• The U.S. Department of
Education granted our Strive HI
System a full three years of use,
without conditions.

The successes keep piling up

and there’s not
nearly enough room
here to print them all.
Visit our Success Stories online
(www.hawaiipublicschools.org/
VisionForSuccess/SuccessStories)
and follow our social media for
the latest and greatest.

These success stories aren’t
one-offs that get a few likes and
then disappear. Taken together
with systemwide reforms, they’re
having an impact. In my
meetings with our community
partners, we’re seeing a mind
shift about how people view
public education in Hawaii. Rear
Adm. Rick Williams, Navy

Region Hawaii Commander,
wrote that past concerns

about public schools are not
valid. “...schools near our bases
have become better and stronger.
They are now learning centers
with outstanding academics and
extracurricular programs.” 

What’s true at our military-
impacted schools is true broadly.
You have a role to play. Share a
success story from our website.
Share your stories with us at
doe_info@hawaiidoe.org. Share
your pride in serving Hawaii’s
keiki.

Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department of Education’s Communications and Community Affairs Office, distributed to schools, 
the first Board of Education meeting of the month and posted online at HawaiiPublicSchools.org. We encourage submissions! 
Please send to: 1390 Miller Street, Rm 312, Honolulu, HI 96813. Phone: (808) 586-3232; Email: doe_info@hawaiidoe.org.
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Don’t Miss This!  EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

JULY 29 ›››

WELCOME BACK!
The 2015-16 School Year officially
kicks off for students (except those on
multitrack schedules), with 182 days of
instruction through May 26, 2016.
Teachers report back July 23. Check
your school for its official start date.
Share your back to school photos
online with #BackToSchool808. As the
year progresses, share your stories with
us at doe_info@hawaiidoe.org — we
want to promote your successes!

BUDGET 101

HOW SCHOOLS ARE FUNDED
Did you know the DOE website at
HawaiiPublicSchools.org has a detailed
breakdown of public school finance,
from allocations to appropriations to
funding history? Learn how monies are
distributed to schools and sources of
funding (80 percent comes from the
state’s General Fund). See how
Hawaii’s educational revenues and
spending compares with other states.
Details on our budget page:
bit.ly/DOEbudget

‹‹‹ JULY 15

REAL-WORLD SCIENCE
Through the Ka Hei program, schools
have access to a five-year license for
Defined STEM, a platform that provides
application of knowledge through
project-based learning, real-world
careers, and meaningful reading/writing
activities. K-12 curriculum is aligned to
Common Core and Next-Gen Science
Standards. Get details on a July 15
training webinar on the STEM Intranet
site: https://intranet.hawaiipublicschools
.org/offices/ociss/programs/stem

CLASS OF 2015

IMUA, GRADUATES!
Graduation ceremonies around the
Islands were filled with hope, joy,
celebration, fireworks, and lots and lots
of lei. A video of Kahuku High’s
ceremony went viral, logging more than
4.2 million views. Our Storify pulled
images, stories and quotes direct from
social media covering the events. Did
your tweet make it? Check it out here:
storify.com/HIDOE808/imua-class-of-
2015


