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CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2016!

Is there anything better than a Hawaii graduation? About
10,800 students from 63 schools got piled head-high with lei
and more at ceremonies across the Islands. Congratulations,
Class of 2016, and to the families and educators who helped
along the way. We are proud and look forward to your
contributions to your communities.

Opportunities
EDUCATORS

ASCD Teacher Impact Grants
provide funding and support
directly to teachers for promising
teacher-led, administratorsupported programs or initiatives
to improve education. These
grants allow teachers to develop
and execute projects that can
serve as models to be replicated
and scaled. Proposed projects
should be for the 2016-17 school
year, with funding available
starting August 31, 2016.
Average size of a single award is
$10,000. Due June 16. Apply:
www.ascd.org/programs/teacherimpact-grants.aspx

Scroll through a Storify of graduation posts on social media and a few faves: bit.ly/HawaiiCO2016

Board approves
policy change in
teacher evaluation
HSTA-HIDOE JOINT COMMITTEE

On May 17, members of
the HSTA-HIDOE Joint
Committee presented
recommendations, approved
by the Superintendent, to the
Board of Education to
remove student test scores as
required for teacher
performance evaluation. The
Board approved.
The significant changes to
Policy 203.4, Teacher
Performance Evaluation, are:
• Remove student test scores
as a required measure of

student learning and growth;
• Provide additional
flexibility in weighting of
components of the
evaluation.
BOE members praised the
collaborative work of the
committee over the past three
years. “These changes allow
for flexibility and are the result
of continuous improvement,
analysis and collaboration over
years,” stated Supt. Kathryn
Matayoshi.
STORY: bit.ly/HSTA-HIDOE-16

SSO sites at 68
schools statewide
SUMMER MEALS

All children 18 and younger
can receive free summer meal
service (breakfast and lunch) at
select schools enrolled in the
Seamless Summer Option
(SSO) program.
SSO is funded by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and
was established to fill a gap in
feeding for low-income
children. “We are grateful that
so many schools stepped
forward this year to participate
in the program and provide
their students and other
children the opportunity to
receive meals,” said Asst. Supt.
Dann Carlson.
View map with list of
schools: goo.gl/ublq4d

Success Stories

The Maui Economic
Development Board is offering
three-day CAD/UAV Design &
Build workshops on Maui
(June 20-22) and Oahu (July 1921), where Collin Kobayashi of
3D Innovations will walk
participants through the
Engineering Design Process,
Computer Aided Design, 3D
Printing, and the drone design
process. Flyer: https://intranet.
hawaiipublicschools.org/Docume
nts/CADWORKSHOPFLYER.pdf

“The world is 70 percent ocean and we need to take care of it. We’re all connected.” — Anya, 10, Lunalilo El
MILILANI SENIOR NAMED
PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR

Joseph Fujinami is one of 160
seniors nationwide selected
from 4,700 candidates for the
U.S. Presidential Scholars
program, and part of its
inaugural group of Career and
Technical Education students.
Story: bit.ly/HIDOE-2016PS
CONNECT

HAWAII & HIROSHIMA SIGN
INTENT OF COOPERATION

MAUNAKEA SCHOLARS
SAY WARM ‘MAHALO!’

Story: bit.ly/HIDOE-Hiro

Story: bit.ly/MKSmahalo

Supt. Kathryn Matayoshi and
Hiroshima Prefecture Supt.
Kuniaki Shimozaki have
agreed to build upon its sisterstate relationship to expand
opportunities for global
competence education.

HawaiiPublicSchools.org

Students from Kapolei and
Waiakea High offer thanks to
staff and researchers from
the Canada-France-Hawaii
Telescope and University of
Hawaii for their mentorship as
they studied the stars.

/HIDepartmentofEducation

/HIDOE808

The goal of the Hawaii
Environmental Education
Symposium is to connect
inspiration to impact by
supporting innovation, creating
networks, and promoting
learning about best practices for
environmental education in
schools. July 13-15, Hawaii
Pacific University at Aloha
Tower; $65 conference fee with
additional fees for workshops.
Register: bit.ly/1P2MWRU

/HIDOE808

doe_info@hawaiidoe.org
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Don’t Miss This!

EvEnTS, DEADLInES & FUn STUFF

‹‹‹ NEXT STEPS

SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS

The ideas and feedback presented in
1,224 surveys and 108 focus groups
statewide will be informing a draft of key
concepts for the DOE/BOE Strategic
Plan review and extension. The draft
will be shared with the Hawaii Board of
Education and the public in August.
Learn more under “Timeline”
on the Strategic Plan webpage:
bit.ly/DOEBOEstratplan. Sign up there
for email updates on the process, and
join the conversation! #HIQualityEd

JUL 9

HAWAII EDUCATION SUMMIT

The Governor’s ESSA Task Force is
planning a summit that is free and open
to the public, as well as town hall
sessions in July and August. All
summaries of the summit and town hall
sessions to be submitted to the Board of
Education and Department will inform
the DOE/BOE Strategic Plan review and
Hawaii’s plan for ESSA. Register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hawaiieducation-summit-2016-tickets-2573099
6102

Supt.’s Corner

The 2015-16 school year flew
by and it’s summer again. I hope
you all enjoy a well-earned break
between your professional
development sessions and other
obligations.
At the time of the printing of
this update, I will be in New
York City with other “Promise to
Children” leaders to greet
Hōkūle‘a at the United Nations,
where the crew will celebrate
World Oceans Day (June 8) and
reinforce mālama honua —
caring for Island Earth — as part
of the wa‘a’s Worldwide Voyage.
I’m bringing artwork,
examples of public works
projects, and messages of hope
from our keiki and schools for
CONNECT

#ELIHI16

HAWAII COnvEnTIOn CEnTER

the crew
to inspire
them onward.
Hawai‘i’s
education leaders teamed with
the Polynesian Voyaging Society
to seal the “Promise to Children”
— to support and collaborate on
community-based education
aligned with the voyage — in
2013, just before Hōkūle‘a began
the first leg to Tahiti. Since then
examples of schools and students
embracing the mission of mālama
honua have proliferated into
constellations of school gardens,
cultural practices, STEM
projects, websites, murals, habitat
restorations, resource
management plans, more.

HawaiiPublicSchools.org

JUN 12-16

NATIONAL HISTORY DAY CONTEST

nearly 3,000 students from around the
U.S. and international schools will
gather at the University of Maryland to
celebrate excellence in the knowledge
of history through research,
performance, digital projects and more.
Hawaii students from Kailua Inter,
Stevenson Middle, Kahuku H&I, Laie El,
Kalakaua Middle, Kainalu El, Mililani
High, Baldwin High and Maui High have
qualified to compete. Good luck! view
the list of Hawaii finalists: bit.ly/HHD16

‹‹‹ JUL 15

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP INST.

The theme for this year’s gathering of
school and district leaders is “Everyone
a Leader: Igniting a Passion for
Learning,” and features sessions on
teacher empowerment, cultivating
leadership, digital learning strategies,
building dual credit programs and
academies, and updates on the
Strategic Plan and ESSA, with a presession on nā Hopena A‘o. Intranet:
https://intranet.hawaiipublicschools
.org/offices/superintendent/2016ELI

The hope was, with adult
support, ultimately our keiki
would lead. They are.
At the Marine Education
Training Center at Sand Island,
where sister vessel Hikianalia is
being repaired in dry dock, I
collected student gifts to deliver
to the crew. We heard from
Anya, a 10-year-old from
Lunalilo Elementary, who spoke
passionately about the need to
protect the ocean from further
damage. Daniel, part of the third
graduating class of Kamaile
Academy, who is entering the
Air Force, spoke about lessons
learned under the tutelage of
Nainoa Thompson and PVS —
respect, mālama, humility. A hui
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of Farrington High students
demonstrated what a year of
mālama honua looks like —
restoring lo‘i with Hoʻoulu
ʻĀina, native plants at Mokauea
Island, reef at Maunalua Bay and
the He‘eia Fishpond, among
others. Kuaihelani from
Kamehameha Schools answered
the question “What is it worth?”
with a poem that reminds us that
we cannot turn our eyes from or
close our ears to our kuleana.
Hawai‘i’s keiki are leading
with solutions to care for Island
Earth. Let the eyes and the ears
of the world be open to them.

/HIDOE808

doe_info@hawaiidoe.org
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