
Opportunities
TEACHERS

Stanford University’s Hollyhock
Fellowship supports highly
motivated early-career high
school teachers serving low-
income populations with rich
learning opportunities, including
two weeks of workshops over
two summers at Stanford, plus
online coaching. Applications
due Jan. 15. Visit cset.stanford
.edu/fellowships/hollyhock.

Free 1-day GIS workshops
(Geographic Information
Systems) coming to Kauai Nov.
19, Oahu Nov. 21, Maui Nov. 24
& 25, and Hawaii Island Dec. 1 &
2. Learn about geospatial

technologies and how to
integrate them into any

subject with real-world
applications. To register,
visit www.womenintech
.com/category
/workshops. Also, take
advantage of esri’s
free GIS software and
training for public
schools, as part of the

ConnectED Initiative:
connected.esri.com.

Catherine Caine is the 2015 Hawaii State
Teacher of the Year. This National Board
Certified teacher connects lessons to real-life
issues to engage students to make a difference.
Students have collected pennies for leukemia
to learn math, and they wrote a letter to the
principal with suggestions about playground
equipment to sharpen their persuasive writing
skills. Caine will represent Hawaii at the

National Teacher of the Year Program. The
national winner will be revealed April
2015.
The District Teachers of the Year are

Richard Arase (Maui), Elizabeth Frilles
(Windward), David Huitt (Hawaii),
Marly Madayag (Kauai), Jamie
Takamura (Central), and
Masaru Uchino (Leeward.)

2013-14 Strive HI results
Congrats to our Outstanding Strive HI Schools! This month: Top performers in math proficiency. Online: bit.ly/13-14StriveHI

MOST IMPROVED SCHOOLS 2013 2014
Kaelepulu Elementary 76% 90%
Kula Aupuni Niihau (KANAKA)* -- --
Kalihi-Kai Elementary 41% 55%
Kawaikini PCS* -- --
Hilo High 25% 40%

TOP-SCORING SCHOOLS 2014
Haleiwa Elementary 94%
Wilson Elementary 93%
Waikiki Elementary 93%
Hokulani Elementary 92%
Kaelepulu Elementary 92%
Mililani Mauka Elementary 92%

Supt. Kathryn Matayoshi
presented the Department’s
2015-17 Fiscal Biennium (FB)
budget request, which focuses
on investments in strategic
reforms and basic school
operations, to the Board of
Education. More than 94
percent of the proposed budget
request goes directly to fund
school-level operations.
The proposal aims to provide

the most benefit to students by
preserving core school funds
and enhancing technology. State
funding for education has
remained stagnant for the last
seven years, while the cost of

goods and services has risen.
“Despite the flat budget, we
have managed to increase
school-level Weighted Student
Formula (WSF) funding, and
our schools have performed
extremely well over the last few
years,” Matayoshi said.

Each request falls into “Basic
Operations” (health and safety,
compliance, facilities, staffing) or
“Strategic Investments” (enhance
the capacity of the public school
system to advance). Big-ticket
items include:
Basic: (1) $10.4M for the

WSF; (2) $25.7M for school
utilities; (3) $28.3M for school
meals; (4) $27.4M for student
bus services.
Strategic: $30.8M for Future

Ready Learning, which scales a
1:1 technology strategy for
schools across the state based
on the Access Learning digital
device pilot.

FISCAL BIENNIUM 2015-17

Request preserves basic needs, expands technology
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ONLINE
• About the DOE Budget: 
bit.ly/DOEbudget

• DOE Budget Factsheet:
bit.ly/DOEbudgetfacts

• Future Ready Learning: 
bit.ly/FutureReady

• Weighted Student 
Formula: bit.ly/DOEWSF

EDUCATION UPDATE

2015 TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Caine, 2nd grade teacher at Waikiki El, is the Aloha State’s top educator
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* schools with small student populations have their
results suppressed to protect student privacy.



Last month, we reached out to
staff, unions, the Board of
Education (BOE) and the U.S.
Department of Education
(USED) to let them know about
a proposed shift in the use of
student achievement data in our
educator evaluation systems —
CESSA and EES. 
As you know, we’ve been

working to raise educator voices
in decisionmaking by increasing
opportunities for input and
feedback, including the
continued convening of the
Teacher-Leader Workgroup, the
Principals Roundtable, the
Technical Advisory Group, the

HSTA-DOE Joint Committee,
and surveys of teachers and
principals. What we’ve heard
from you: Using a first-time
assessment as part of the
evaluation is a concern.
The Smarter Balanced

Assessments (SBA) will be

administered
statewide for the
first time beginning
in February for grades 3-8, and
April for grade 11. The SBA had
a trial run in 81 schools last year
as part of a pilot. 
To allow more time to

transition to the new assessments,
we are exploring the feasibility of
delaying the use of SBA results
in evaluation systems until the
second administration of the test
— School Year (SY) 2015-16.
Student proficiency and growth
results from SY2014-15 would
not be used as part of teacher and
principal evaluation systems. 

A delay in using assessment
data has implications for both
BOE policies and our Elementary
and Secondary Education Act
waiver from USED, and there is
no guarantee a proposal to delay
the use of student results in
evaluation systems would be
approved.
We look forward to continuing

to work with you to improve our
educator evaluation systems to
be useful tools for reflection,
support, and improvement. We
will keep you updated as our
work progresses.
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A: 2nd (“Many types
...”) Others contribute
to main topic.
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wa‘a taLKS
Special sessions for teachers to connect
on activities, lessons and ideas related
to the Worldwide Voyage, sponsored
by the DOE, Kamehameha Schools and
Punahou School. Teachers to be
grouped in grade-level teams to talk
story. Bring ideas, laptops and student
work samples. Dec. 9 session to be held
at Kaiwakiloumoku Cultural Center at
Kamehameha Schools, Honolulu. 
RSVP to Manuwai Peters:
mpeters@notes.k12.hi.us.

DEC 17

ScHoLaStic writinG awarDS
Teens in grades 7 through 12 can apply
in 10 writing categories, including critical
essay, flash fiction, poetry and more.
Submissions are juried by luminaries in
the visual and literary arts. Panelists look
for works that best exemplify originality,
technical skill, and the emergence of a
personal voice or vision. More than
$250,000 is given annually through the
Scholastic Awards program in awards
and scholarships. Visit
www.artandwriting.org/Affiliate/WRALW

DEC 31

HonorinG famiLY eDucatorS
The 2015 Toyota Family Teacher of the
Year awards and recognizes the positive
impact of teachers who engage families
in school and community-based
educational programming, and will
promote the winning educator’s success
by sharing participating family stories and
highlighting the impact of a $20,000 grant
award on the designated program. Visit
familieslearning.org/our-capabilities
/2015-toyota-family-teacher-of-the-
year.html

ONLINE

The Smarter Balanced
Resource Guide offers
assistance for Administration,
Curriculum, Technology and
Communications related to the
assessment. On the Intranet:
https://intranet.hawaiipublicsch
ools.org/offices/osip/aa/sbac

SMARTER BALANCED EXAM ›››

Smarter tHan a 9tH GraDer?
The author needs to revise the paragraph
at right to eliminate information that is not
part of the topic. Which sentence should
be removed? (Answer below.)

Photo: U.S. Geological Survey

Lava tubes are the most common type of
cave formed by lava. Many types of caves
can be found throughout the world and
contain incredible rock formations. Most
lava tubes form from a type of lava called
pahoehoe flows. The smooth, continuous
surfaces of pahoehoe flows are created by
lava continuously moving under a hard
outer layer. As a stream of lava flows away
from a volcano, it cools in the surrounding
air. This creates a hard outer crust that
thickens as more lava begins to cool. Hot
lava continues to flow under this crust.
When the eruption stops, the outer crust
cools completely, leaving a tube-like cave.


