
Supt. Kathryn Matayoshi and
Board of Education members
joined education leaders from
public and private sectors in
signifying their shared support
for and participation with the
Polynesian Voyaging Society's
Worldwide Voyage.
A memorandum of

understanding was signed in
support of community based
and sustainable education
aligned with the voyaging

canoes Hokulea and Hikianalia.
Over the next 48 months, the

Worldwide Voyage will sail
49,000 nautical miles, visiting
26 countries and 85 ports while
sharing Hawaii's culture with
the world. Educators are
collaborating on curriculum
aligned with Worldwide Voyage
activities. Students will be able
to embark on a virtual journey
and participate via various
technology channels.

Hawaii’s fourth- and eighth-
graders continue to progress in
math and reading; and for the
first time, the state’s fourth
graders have scored above the
national average in math. This
is according to “The Nation’s
Report Card” released last
month by the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP), for spring
2013 state-by-state results. 
“The growth of our state

reflected in the 2013 NAEP
results is another indication that
we are on track to meet the
higher standards we have set in
our schools,” said Supt.
Kathryn Matayoshi. 
In 2011, Hawaii was the only

state that demonstrated
significant improvement
statistically in both reading and
math at the fourth and eighth
grades. In 2013, Hawaii’s
students made significant gains
in grades 4 and 8 in math and
grade 8 reading.
From 2003 to 2013, Hawaii

leads the nation in statistically

significant gains. 
“Hawaii’s gains have

occurred during a time when the
percentage of English-language
learners has doubled from 5
percent in 2003 to 10 percent in
2013 for grade 8 and increased
from 5 percent to over 7 percent
for grade 4,” stated Hawaii
NAEP State Coordinator Robert
Hillier. “Also, the percentage of
students who are eligible for
free or reduced-price lunch has

climbed to over 50 percent for
both grades. Hawaii’s teachers,
administrators, and support
personnel are helping all
students learn.”
Between January and March,

NAEP administered tests to a
nationally representative sample
of 377,000 fourth- and 342,000
eighth-grade students. In
Hawaii, about 6,000 fourth-
graders and 6,000 eight-graders
participated. 

2013 NATION’S REPORT CARD

Hawaii 4th-graders outperform nation in math
Opportunities

TEACHERS

Does your math class need a
makeover? This TEDx talk by
educator Dan Meyer spotlights a
skill more important than solving
problems — formulating them.
Watch: ted.com/talks/dan_meyer
_math_curriculum_makeover

Fulbright Distinguished
Awards in Teaching Program for
K-12 teachers provides
development opportunities for 
3 to 4 months abroad. 
Deadline: 12/15/13. Details:
www.fulbrightteacherexchange
.org/program-overview-da

SCHOOLS

The No Kid Hungry grant
awards up to $10,000 for access
to and advocacy around Share
Our Strength programs fighting
childhood hunger. Deadline:
12/31/13. Details: bit.ly/1fEj8gH
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Aboard the Hokulea with the
Worldwide Voyage pledge.
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Six Strategies
FOCUS: COMMON CORE MATH

Illustrative Mathematics shares
carefully vetted resources for
teachers to give children an
understanding of mathematics
and skill in using it, organized by
K-8 and high school standards.
Visit: illustrativemathematics.org.

POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY

Hawaii education leaders partnering in voyage

On our website
THE DOE’S BUDGET

How is $1.7 billion allocated
among schools and programs?
Visit http://bit.ly/DOEbudget



I’m sure it seems like
every year is a year of “big
change” in our public schools.
But this year, thanks to the
heavy lifting of our educators,
leaders and support staff, we’ve
hit some major milestones.
This year alone, we launched

the inaugural Strive HI Awards
and awarded $2 million to our
top schools, got federal approval
for our Strive HI school
accountability and performance
system, initiated the Common
Core State Standards roll out and
a digital curriculum pilot,
launched our new public website
at HawaiiPublicSchools.org (and

a staff-facing
Intranet soon to

come), put historic
agreements in place with teacher
and principal unions, cleared our
Race to the Top grant from high-
risk status, beat the national
average (for the first time!) in
4th grade math on the Nation’s
Report Card (NAEP), released
powerful new data applications
and much more.
Mahalo for all you do for

Hawaii’s children. Enjoy your
well-earned winter break.

Very truly yours,

Don’t Miss This!  EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF
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Hour of coDe
Did you know
programming jobs
are growing three
times faster than the
rate that students are
entering the field? Leaders in the tech
industry believe students should be
learning coding alongside reading,
writing and math. And that is the focus
of the Hour of Code global event during
Computer Science Education Week
— a one-hour intro to computer science,
designed to demystify "code" and show
that anyone can learn the basics to be a
maker, a creator, an innovator.  
More than 3 million students worldwide
have signed up so far. In Hawaii, dozens
of schools are participating — including
Hale Kula Elementary, which received a
$10,000 donation from Code.org for
computer equipment and supplies.  

From the staff: Holiday recipes
We asked for your favorites and you came through. Enjoy!

Education Update is a monthly newsletter by the Department of Education’s Communications and Community Affairs Office. It’s made available at
schools, at the first Board of Education meeting of the month and posted online at HawaiiPublicSchools.org. Need to connect with this audience? 
We welcome your submissions: 1390 Miller Street, Rm 312, Honolulu, HI 96813. Phone: (808) 586-3232; E-mail: doe_info@hawaiidoe.org.
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traininG moDuLeS cominG
Starting Mar. 18, 92 Hawaii schools will
take part in the Smarter Balanced
(SBAC) Field Test aligned to Common
Core standards in math and English
language arts. This is a “test of the test”
for which students will not receive
scores. Training modules to support test
administrators will be available on the
SBAC portal starting Jan. 28. See DOE
memo dated 11/21/13 for a list of
participating schools and additional
details. 

Submitted by 
Carol Kramer, OSFSS

Preheat oven to 350
degrees. Crust: combine
flour and powdered sugar.
Cut in margarine until

crumbly. Gently press onto bottom of lightly
greased 13 x 9 baking pan. Bake for 15-20 mins
until very lightly browned. Cool on wire rack.
Leave oven on. Filling: in a mixer, blend sugar,
baking powder and flour. Add eggs one at a time
then lemon juice. Pour over crust and bake for
20-25 minutes until lightly browned.  
Cool to room temperature. Cut into bars and dust
with powdered sugar. Store covered in fridge.

LEMON BARS

CRUST:
1½ cup flour

½ cup
powdered

sugar
¾ cup cold

butter
FILLING:

4 eggs
1½ cup

sugar
1 tsp baking

powder
½ c. lemon

juice
3 Tsp flour

DEC 13

LeGiSLatiVe internS SouGHt
High school students can earn a .5
general elective credit in Community
Service by joining the 2014 High
School Legislative Intern Program —
a 17-week course that blends online and
in-person civic curriculum with hands-on
practical experiences in the legislative
process, taught by a team of DOE and
University of Hawaii educators starting
Jan. 8. Applications must be submitted
by Dec. 13. Details and form available in
DOE memo dated 11/21/13.
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Hosting an Hour of Code event?
Send details and photos to
doe_info@hawaiidoe.org.  
Join the party:
csedweek.org/participate
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