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HIDOE awarded Troops to Teachers grant
EXPANDING THE TEACHER CORPS

The Hawai‘i DOE was recently awarded a Hawaii Troops
to Teachers (HTTT) grant. The
federal funds, totaling $600,932
over five years, will help align
the Defense Department’s
Troops to Teachers goals with
HIDOE’s diversified teacher recruiting and retention plan.
“Troops to Teachers is a smart
approach to second career recruitment that directs efforts toward a highly skilled workforce
who also have deep core values
demonstrated through their selfless service to our country,” said
Supt. Christina M. Kishimoto.
The proposed HTTT program

5-YEAR PLAN

Hawai‘i’s Teacher
Education Coordinating
Committee released its
retention and recruitment
plan: bit.ly/TECCplan

will provide a stable career for
those transitioning out of service
and retired military members.
HIDOE’s objective is to develop
an innovative approach by employing a Responsive Recruitment Model with the purpose of:
1) recruiting eligible current and
former members of the armed
forces; and 2) facilitating em-

ployment opportunities as school
teachers and career or technical
teachers, as designated by district needs.
“Hiring HTTT candidates will
bring HIDOE closer to its longterm strategic goal of having a
qualified teacher in every classroom, while providing a stable
and rewarding career opportunity for our military service men
and women,” added Asst. Supt.
Cynthia Covell.
Congress enacted the Troops
to Teachers program in 1993 to
assist members of the armed
forces to transition into second
careers as teachers.

HIDOE teachers honored with Presidential Award
PAEMST & PAESMEM

Hawai‘i public school teachers Akeyo Garcia (Ewa El) and
Masaru Uchino (Momilani El)
have been awarded the Presidential Award of Excellence in
Mathematics and Science
Teaching, or PAEMST. It is the
highest award K-12 mathematics and science teachers can receive from the U.S. government.
During a visit to the nation’s
capital, award recipients received a presidential citation and
participated in discussions on
STEM education priorities. Recipients are also awarded
$10,000 from the National Science Foundation.
“We’re proud to have our
teachers recognized by the White
House,” said Supt. Christina M.
Kishimoto. “Their contribution
to the teaching profession
through excellence and innovaCONNECT WITH US!

Garcia

Uchino

tion that positively impacts our
students is noteworthy. Congratulations Akeyo and Masaru!”
Garcia has been an early
childhood educator for more
than 20 years, teaching children
ranging from newborns to sixyear-olds. She is launching a
prekindergarten program at Ewa
El this year.
Uchino has been an educator
for 11 years, teaching third
grade at Momilani El in the subjects of mathematics, science,
social studies, and physical education. He uses a variety of

hands-on projects and group
work experiments to help
promote deeper
learning.
In related
Lee
news, Waialua
High & Intermediate robotics
program lead Glenn Lee earned
the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring,
the first K-12 educator to win
this award. Like his PAEMST
counterparts, Lee traveled to
Washington, D.C. for the awards
ceremony and also received
$10,000.
PAESMEM winners are individuals or organizations working hard to nurture future science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) talent.

Opportunities
SCHOOLS

Each month, Awesome Foundation Oahu awards a $1,000
grant, no strings attached, to a
worthy and awesome project.
Projects may touch upon any
field — food, music, art, publishing, the environment, education
… you name it! Your project
should be useful to a community,
make an impact by helping other
people or by creating a better
environment, and be located on
Oahu. Details: www.awesome
foundationoahu.com/apply.html

Project Learning Tree offers
GreenWorks! grants up to
$1,000 to schools and youth organizations for environmental
service-learning projects that link
classroom learning to the real
world. Students implement an
action project they help design to
green their school or to improve
an aspect of their neighborhood’s
environment. Apply by Sept. 30.
www.plt.org/resources/greenworks-grants

EDUCATORS

The NEA Foundation provides
educator grants: (a) $2,000
grants to individuals to fund participation in high-quality professional development experiences,
or (b) $5,000 grants to groups to
fund collegial study, including action research, lesson study, or
mentoring experiences for faculty or staff new to an assignment. Next application cycle due
Oct. 15. www.neafoundation.org
/for-educators/learning-andleadership-grants
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Choose teaching SCHOOL DESIGN
Waipahu High School senior
Daniel John Quiamas appeared to
be well on his way toward a future
career in engineering. The 17-yearold aced his mathematics and engineering classes in high school.
He also helped rack up impressive
wins for the school’s robotics team.
But Daniel had a change of
heart. He now has his sights set on
becoming a teacher, ideally at his
alma mater, where he envisions
himself teaching mathematics.
“I thought that’s what I wanted
to do,” he said of pursuing a career
in engineering. “I liked math. I
liked science a lot. I enjoyed learning about the engineering design
process. But as I got older I started
to, for lack of a better word, I got a
little bit bored.”
After having the opportunity to
coach and mentor younger students
on his robotics teams, Daniel said
he discovered a passion he never
knew was there.
“I found that I liked that teaching
part way more. And I thought back
to all the things that my teachers
did for me throughout my public
school education from Honowai
Elementary, Waipahu Intermediate
and now here,” Daniel said.
Daniel credits Roslyn Kanae,
who was his 6th grade Gifted and
Talented teacher at Honowai Elementary, for encouraging him to
be more outgoing.
“I was really, really, really shy. I
was afraid of challenge. I didn’t do
anything that seemed risky. I always
tried to play it safe,” he recalled of
his elementary school days.
“Mrs. Kanae, she looked at that
and I felt like she really tried to
bring the best out of me because
she motivated me to gain more self
confidence. She motivated me to
become a more confident leader, a
more confident speaker to the point
where I was like a turtle who
popped out of my shell because of
her,” he said.
Daniel said the thought of inspiring other students fueled his

STUDENT VOICE TEACHER COLLABORATION

HIGH-IMPACT STRATEGIES:
bit.ly/HIDOE-strategies

Waipahu High Principal Keith Hayashi and physics and science teacher
Tessie Lumabao Ford with valedictorian Daniel Quiamas, who enrolled in
the Teacher Education Academy his senior year.

newfound passion for teaching.
“I realized I liked that idea of
building and allowing someone to
grow. I felt that that was something
I wanted to do for the rest of my
life,” he said.
At the start of his senior year,
Daniel moved out of Waipahu
High’s Engineering Academy and
enrolled in the Teacher Education
Academy. He spent the school year
as a student-teacher cadet, immersing himself in college-like training

“Those experiences
strengthened my initial
thoughts of wanting to
become a teacher. Now I
know it’s really the field I
want to go into.”
DANIEL QUIAMAS

by observing teachers in their
classrooms, helping craft lesson
plans, shadowing teachers and
even leading some classes at his
high school.
As part of his cadet training,
Daniel was exposed to teaching in
5th grade and 8th grade classrooms. At the high school level, he
helped teach lessons in World History and Economics.

“Those experiences — observing
a class, getting to make my own
lesson plans and teaching the kids,
forming relationships with my students — strengthened my initial
thoughts of wanting to become a
teacher,” he said. “Now I know it’s
really the field I want to go into.”
Kanae, who is now a vice principal at Honowai Elementary, said
she was thrilled to learn about
Daniel’s plans to pursue teaching.
“Daniel would make an excellent teacher. He understands
what it’s like to be a shy kid
who’s afraid of speaking out,”
Kanae said. “He made his own
conscious decision to become
more outgoing. He chose to
leave his comfort zone.”
Waipahu High physics and
science teacher Tessie Lumabao Ford, who heads the Engineering Academy, described
Daniel as passionate, hardworking and dedicated.
Lumabao Ford said she initially
was a little bummed to learn that
Daniel wouldn’t be joining the engineering field, knowing how good
he’d be at it. “But I thought it made
sense and that it’d be really awesome because if he were to come
back (to teach at Waipahu), I’d definitely want to work with him,” she
said. “I can see him as being a really great and awesome teacher.”

Daniel said he knows the teaching
profession isn’t for everyone, and
the earning potential is much higher
for engineers. But he isn’t deterred.
“Even though people say all that
stuff about teaching, I feel that if
you as an individual are happy with
what you’re doing, that’s all you
need, honestly,” Daniel said. “Sure,
the money may be low compared
to other four-year degrees, but
that’s not important to me.”
He added that his parents are
supportive of his decision. Daniel’s
dad is a special education teacher
and his mom used to be a teacher
in the Philippines.
Daniel plans to study teaching
at the University of Hawaii at
Manoa, where he has received a
UH Regents Scholarship that will
cover his tuition for four years and
provide annual stipends. He said
he chose to stay in Hawaii for college because he wants to complete
the student-teaching portion of his
degree program in Hawaii.
“I knew when I wanted to become
a teacher that I wanted to teach in
Hawaii because I want to give back
to Hawaii,” Daniel said. “I felt that
if I’m going to be doing student
teaching as a student in college, I
should get that experience here.”
He wants to start teaching as
soon as he completes his undergraduate degree, but plans to go
back to school at some point for
his master’s degree.
As one of the valedictorians for
his senior class, Daniel will be a
speaker at Waipahu’s graduation
ceremony. He said he plans to encourage his classmates and underclassmen to be adventurous.
“Don’t be afraid to try new
things. You’re going to find something you love doing that you’ve
never done before. That was the
case for me,” he said. “Follow your
heart. You know what’s best for
yourself.”
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CULTURE BRINGS PROGRESS
AT KING KAMEHAMEHA III EL

It’s one thing to hear King Kamehemeha III Elementary School Principal Steve Franz touting the efforts
of his teachers for the school’s impressive academic performance in
recent years.
It’s another to hear it from the
students.
A “shout outs” display board in
the school’s hallway is filled with
more than 100 Post-it notes in neon
purple, blue, pink and green. Students penned their heartfelt messages to their teachers there:
“Thank you Miss Coonradt for
being the best teacher ever and being so kind.”
“Ms. Aure is one of the most fun
teachers in the history of the
world!”
“Mrs. Tumpap I love you and
how you made us grow.”
“Thank you Ms. Wimmer for being my teacher because you always
have fun with us. You have courage
and I know you love us.”
Principal Franz says teachers and
staff at the Lahaina school never
lose sight of why they’re there and
who they serve.
“What drives adults is a purpose.
You’re going to be passionate, enthusiastic and work hard if what
you’re doing is something you want
to do, if you’re remembering every
day that this is what you were meant
to do, this is what you enjoy doing,”
said Franz, who’s been leading
Kamehameha III since 2008.
“That to me is what helps make
the school function and the school
be successful. Each individual is
taking ownership,” he said.
Franz, who taught at the school,
says the academic achievement
piece falls into place when everyone’s accountable and motivated to
do what’s best for students.
The school’s Strive HI numbers
show students are outpacing the
state’s average test scores in language arts, math and science. (See
graphic.)
“I don’t put a lot of emphasis on
test scores, personally,” Franz said.

the structure to be mounted on. The
students also worked with the state
Department of Transportation to ensure their proposals were “street legal.” The students constructed eight
miniature prototypes and recently
pitched their designs to a panel of
WSL business executives during a
presentation in the school’s auditorium. The company praised elements of each design and selected
two of the designs as finalists.
Next year’s seniors and juniors
will spend the upcoming school
year fine-tuning a final design and
building a full-size version of the
trailer that will be about 20 feet
long and 10 feet wide.
Students behind the two winning
designs said the thought of creating
a trailer for the World Surf League
was intimidating at first because
they felt pressure to perform at
their best. “In this class, we’re
given scenarios to design buildings
and structures for ‘clients.’ When
WSL came in we all thought, ‘OK,
it’s just another imaginary client.’
But then we realized, Oh, it’s real,”
said 17-year-old Angela Grace
Piso, a senior who worked on one
of the winning designs.
“There was both pressure and
excitement. You want to prove
yourself amongst your peers,” Piso
added.

“We try to encourage our teachers
by saying, ‘Let’s just do what’s best
for kids,’ and the results will take
care of themselves. And they have.”
First-grade teacher Kathleen
Royer credits the school’s use of
small-group instruction for the academic gains. She says the approach
helps ensure “every kid is getting
what they need at their level.”
“One of the things we’ve focused
on is giving everybody the same
standard and content, but scaffolding it to their needs, so that a thirdgrader who might be a special education student is still working at the
same third-grade standard but they
have a modification.”
ELL teacher Mandy Michimoto
said the small group setting holds
teachers accountable for all students, whether they are general education, special education or ELL
teachers. “It’s not like, ‘This is your
kid. This is my kid.’ They’re all of
our students.”

dent of events for the Asia-Pacific.
The email instantly resonated
with Wilmott. “I thought it was a
really heartfelt and passionate and
meaningful email, and it really compelled me to follow up … because
doing more than just events in the
community is something that’s very
important to us and it just kind of
snowballed from there,” said
Wilmott, who’s based out of WSL’s
regional headquarters in Haleiwa.
Students in the school’s Engineering Academy spent the past
school year designing plans and
model-sized versions of a mobile
trailer for WSL to use at local
events: a storefront on wheels that
can be transported to surf meets and
parked on the beach to sell merchandise and other items.
Some 200 Farrington students
worked in teams to handle everything from designing, budgeting and
prototyping for the project, including designing a chassis frame for

It all started with an unsolicited
email. Farrington High Vice Principal Ron Oyama was searching online for companies that might be
willing to partner with the Kalihi
school to offer hands-on learning
opportunities for students in a sports
marketing class.
He came across the World Surf
League, which runs most of the
world’s premier professional surf
competitions, including the Vans
Triple Crown of Surfing on the
North Shore.
Oyama figured he’d give it a shot
and sent an email to Jodi Wilmott,
regional general manager of WSL
Hawaii/Tahiti Nui and vice presi-

From left, Jeremy Seitz, Farrington Engineering Academy lead teacher; junior Angelle Vallegjo; junior Glorie Anne Calipjo; junior Anh Ky Hoang; junior
Treven Isobe (seated); and Steven Fukuoka, instructor, Honolulu Community College Construction Academy.
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WELCOME BACK, TEACHERS!

IT’S ACADEMIC CHAMPIONSHIP

After three months of competition, It's
Academic Hawaii wraps its seventh
season at 6 p.m. on KFVE with the
climactic final match featuring the top
three schools: Kaiser High School,
Kamehameha Schools and Punahou
School. Which school team will win this
showcase of academic achievement?
Tune in to find out! Recaps and more
online: www.k5thehometeam.com
/category/229108/its-academic
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CHAD FARIAS

School may be pau for now,
but the students, teachers and
leaders of schools in the Puna
community are staying vigilant
during this remarkable new eruption at Kīlauea.
First, I’d like to take a moment
to extend my heartfelt mahalo to
our school staff and network of
supporters for their work to create stability for as many of our
families as possible through the
end of the school year. They’ve
supported the families who have
lost homes, initiated emergency
protocols during school hours,
cleaned and re-cleaned facilities
that have been coated in ash, provided health services, folded the
CONNECT WITH US!

The 2018-19 School Year officially kicks
off as teachers return to class. Resources for the new school year are
available on the staff Intranet, including
supports around Supt. Christina M.
Kishimoto’s effort to grow the use of
School Design. Visit the 2018 Educational Leadership Institute site for more
— it includes a resource area aligned to
the conference theme, School Design.
https://intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/
offices/superintendent/2018ELI

Hawai‘i Island staff and school
communities should read Complex Area
Supt. Chad Farias’ guest column, below,
and then visit the Hawaii DOE website
for detailed information for Big Island
communities. Families with students
enrolled in area schools should let the
school’s administrative staff know right
away if their children are returning or are
relocating to another school, which will
help staff plan accordingly. Visit
http://bit.ly/HIDOE-Kilauea

eruption into
their lessons, and
gone above and beyond to be there for one another.
I am grateful that so many pulled
together in the face of this event,
because we are stronger together.
As a reminder, Puna residents
and others can get the latest information about the eruption and its
effects in person by attending
weekly community meetings
Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at the Pahoa
High School cafeteria. Hawaii
Civil Defense posts daily briefings at www.hawaiicounty.gov
/active-alerts.
Also, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency opened a

The Ka‘u-Kea‘au-Pahoa Complex Area Superintendent provides
a guest column addressing the ongoing eruption at Kīlauea.

Disaster Recovery Center, 8 a.m.8 p.m. daily, at Kea‘au High
School. Impacted residents can
also register for assistance by
phone (1-800-621-3362) or at
www.disasterassistance.gov.
The summer break goes by
quickly, and this eruption event
may stretch into the new school
year. We are working with our
state offices on contingency plans
for staffing, health services, facilities, transportation and more to
ensure we’re prepared for direct
and indirect fallout.
Physical safety of students and
staff is of top importance. All
schools conduct emergency drills
annually. In preparation for next

school year, I recommend students and families review our information about all emergency
drills on the Hawaii DOE website, including those related to
volcanic activity: Shelter in
Place, Earthquake, and Tsunami.
I also recommend all non-impacted families heed the county’s
call to be prepared for emergencies at home. Resources at www
.hawaiicounty.gov/civil-defense.
Although this event has
brought destruction on a scale not
seen here in decades, we respect
Kīlauea, we respect the process
that brings growth and renewal of
the land, and we will continue to
serve our keiki and communities.
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