Superintendent’s

EDUCATION UPDATE
HAWAII STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION | JUNE 2018

Opportunities
EDUCATORS

Gov. David Ige, center, with HIDOE leaders and legislators, breaking ground for the coming East Kapolei Middle School. Below, students from nearby Ho‘okele Elementary take their turn.

1st phase begins for E. Kapolei Middle
The Hawaii State Department
of Education (HIDOE) broke
ground on the first phase of its
new East Kapolei Middle School
located on Maunakapu Street
across from The Salvation Army
Kroc Center Hawai‘i. The
groundbreaking ceremony began
as students from Ho‘okele Elementary sang the national anthem and Hawai‘i Pono‘i, followed by a presentation of colors
by Kapolei High’s JROTC.
as the population rapidly grows in
“East Kapolei Middle School
size due to nearby housing develwill be a great addition to our
Campbell-Kapolei Complex Area opments in this community,” said

Asst. Supt. Dann Carlson of the
Office of School Facilities and
Support Services.
The $59 million first phase includes an administration building, library, cafeteria, classrooms,
play courts, and a music building, and is scheduled to be open
for the 2020-21 school year.
The second phase will include
health and physical education facilities as well as two additional
classroom buildings, pending additional funding.

Renderings of the new school
online: bit.ly/HIDOE-EKMS

Honowai Elementary awarded for sustainability
GREEN RIBBON SCHOOL

Honowai El in Waipahu is
among 40 schools selected by
the U.S. DOE as a Green
Ribbon School for its innovative
efforts to reduce environmental
impact and utility costs, improve
health and wellness, and boost
sustainability education.
HIDOE nominated the school
due to its success in integrating
innovative energy technology
with meaningful learning
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experiences while reducing
energy costs. Its teachers,
students and staff also worked
together to create a healthy
school campus and a safe
pedestrian area around it.
“This recognition signifies
that HIDOE is moving in the
right direction with our energy
plans,” said Asst. Supt. Dann
Carlson of the Office of School
Facilities and Support Services.

The school’s 492 solar PV
modules generate 400 kilowatthours of clean power daily.
Efficiency measures include
interior/exterior LED retrofits,
ventilation controls, roofing
insulation, and retrocommissioning of existing
HVAC equipment. In a year,
Honowai reduced greenhouse
gas emissions by 58 percent and
energy use by 42 percent.

The GenCyber Hawai‘i program
provides summer cybersecurity
camp experiences for students
and teachers to help promote
safe online behavior, increase diversity and interest in cybersecurity and careers, and improve
teaching methods for delivering
cybersecurity content in K-12
computer science curricula.
Camps are free, supported by
the National Security Agency
and the National Science Foundation, and are being held
through June and July on four islands. https://www.gencyber-hi
.org/events

‘Ōlelo Community Media offers
Innovative Media for Educators training on dates in July, August and September to provide
tools to help educators engage
their students in the use of diverse video recording techniques and video editing instruction. Ask about PDE3 credits.
olelo.org/youth/ime
The Hawaii Educational
Networking Consortium annually
awards Hawaii Schools Digital
Media (HSDM) Grants ranging
from $1,000 to $3,000 to
Hawai‘i’s emerging K-12 video
producers. These grants allow
schools to develop or expand
digital media video programs
and create original school-based
videos which are aired on
TEACH Channel 356 at ‘Ōlelo
Community Media. Apply by
Aug. 31. www.hawaii.edu/henc
/hsdm-grants
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Financial Literacy SCHOOL DESIGN
Pearl City High student Ethan
Kwon shared with the Honolulu
Star-Advertiser the importance of
financial literacy. The valedictorian challenges his peers to learn
about financial literacy concepts
to prevent future generations from
becoming overwhelmed and burdened with debt.

The world expects high school
students to hit the ground running
after graduation, assuming that we
are equipped with the proper tools
to be an adult. However, when it
comes to financial literacy and gaining the skills needed to make smart
decisions about money, there are
limited opportunities for students.
Saving, investing, spending —
these are terms my peers are familiar with; yet, few can say they
know how to save their money, or
where, for that matter. This means
that students are thrust into the real
world without the capability to
write checks, understand how to
do their taxes, or how to invest and
save money.
I feel fortunate that my parents
have taken the time to teach me
about budgeting, credit and debt,
mortgages and other financial literacy concepts. I have friends who
are not as lucky and are left in the
dark when it comes to the basics
such as the difference between a
credit and debit card.
While parents need to take an
active role ensuring that their child
is financially literate, schools
should also play their part by weaving these concepts into the curriculum. In the past, my school required students to pass a test that
measured, among many things, the
financial competency of students.
This test was called the HSTEC
(Hawaii State Test of Essential
Competencies) and in order to
graduate, the test must have been
passed or a supplemental course
be taken. It is no longer required
but it is something the school and
department should consider imple-

STUDENT VOICE TEACHER COLLABORATION

menting again. Not for the sake of
having a test, but rather, to give
students an idea of the areas they
need to improve before they make
a financial mistake that impacts the
rest of their lives.
While parents and schools need
to set an example and help by providing the lessons and resources
for financial literacy, students can

take the initiative by starting these
conversations and showing the
adults in our lives that we are ready
and need these tools.
There are a variety of programs
and resources that are available for
students, families and schools to explore. One example is the Stock
Market Challenge, which is a competition students can participate in

While parents and schools need to set an
example and help by providing the lessons
and resources for financial literacy,
students can take the initiative by starting these
conversations and showing the adults in our lives
that we are ready and need these tools.
ETHAN KWON, PEARL CITY HIGH

HIGH-IMPACT STRATEGIES:
bit.ly/HIDOE-strategies

where they trade and buy securities
as if they were on Wall Street. A
group of classmates and I participated in the competition, and even
though we did not get very far, we
learned a multitude of concepts for
the first time and those proved to
be remarkably relevant as we come
close to graduating.
In addition to this competition,
an Introduction to College Math
course is available at my school:
its primary focus is mathematics,
but our instructor has assigned a
project in which students write
checks and balance a checkbook.
It aims to help students familiarize
themselves with rent, paychecks,
debits, credits and the consequences of financial decisions.
Courses that weave in financial
literacy concepts will help acquaint
students with essential life skills
and a better understanding of how
their financial decisions can affect
their future.
Student life is filled with busy
schedules. Time is short for doing
things outside of school and following their own interests. Integrating the concepts of finances
into their lives early, through
school curriculum, gives students
the leeway to make mistakes in a
safe place rather than having everything come crashing down on them
later in life.
A prime example of financial illiteracy for millennials is debt from
student loans and college in general; the repercussions of not handling these issues produce things
like bad credit. Whether it is at
home, school or preferably both,
the introduction to finances needs
to be done in order to prevent future generations from becoming
overwhelmed with economic
duress and struggle.
ONLINE: Financial literacy
resources for the classroom:
bit.ly/HIDOE-finlit

JUNE 2018 ‹ PAGE 3

Briefs

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR SCHOOLS | MORE AT HAWAIIPUBLICSCHOOLS.ORG

KAPOLEI’S BRIGGS NAMED
U.S. PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR

Kapolei High student Mylia
Briggs has been selected for the
54th class of U.S. Presidential
Scholars. Out of 3.6 million U.S.
students expected to graduate from
high school this year, more than
5,200 candidates qualified for the
2018 awards. Mylia is one of 161
high school seniors nationwide being recognized for their accomplishments in academics, the arts and career and technical education fields.
Briggs plans to double major in
Business Management and Economics at the University of
Hawaiʻi-West Oʻahu. She participated in the Army Survivor Outreach Service and is president of the
school’s National Honor Society.
Briggs also volunteered for the
Army Garrison Hawaii and was
named 2014 Volunteer of the Year
for her work at the Army Survivor
Outreach Service Center.
As part of the application, students submit a written piece on a
teacher who has influenced him or
her the most throughout their
schooling. Briggs nominated chemistry and physics teacher Estan
Reynon who has been teaching for
18 years, 13 at Kapolei High.
“On behalf of Kapolei High, I’d
like to congratulate Mylia and Estan
on this wonderful honor,” added
Principal Wesley Shinkawa. “They
both play such a vital role on our
campus through their compassion
and service to students, staff and the
community. We are so proud that
their efforts are being recognized
nationally.”
Maui High student Laney Flanagan was selected as a semifinalist
for the program. She is also a 2018
National Merit Scholarship Program winner (next brief).
Established in 1964 by Executive
Order of the President, the program
honors graduating seniors who have
demonstrated outstanding academic
achievement, artistic excellence,
leadership, citizenship, service, and
contribution to school and community.

tory at the University of Hawai‘i’s
John A. Burns School of Medicine.
O‘AHU STUDENTS RAISE
FUNDS FOR HANALEI EL

Mylia Briggs with her chemistry and physics teacher Estan Reynon.
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activities, an essay, and a formal
recommendation from a high school
The National Merit Scholarship official.
Corp. announced the awardees for
this year’s $2,500 National Merit ’14 KAPOLEI VALEDICTORIAN
Scholarships. Students from four A PROMISING RESEARCHER
Hawai‘i public schools were seA public school graduate out of
lected out of 15,000 national final- Kapolei will soon be contributing
ists. They are Travis Afuso, Mililani to leading-edge cancer research
High; Laney Flanagan, Maui High; abroad under a prestigious Fulbright
research scholarPatrick Leonhardt, Kalaheo High;
ship.
and Chloe Shigeoka, Roosevelt
Caleb Perez, a
High.
2014
Kapolei
National Merit $2,500 ScholarHigh School valeship winners are the finalists in each
dictorian and biostate who are judged to have the
engineering major
strongest combination of accomat the University
plishments, skills, and potential for Perez
success in rigorous college studies. of Washington, is heading to
The number of winners named in Switzerland in the fall to begin a
each state is proportional to the year of research at the Ecole Polystate’s percentage of the nation’s technique Federale de Lausanne. He
will be studying immunotherapies
graduating class.
The scholars were selected by a — a treatment that uses a patient’s
committee of college admissions of- immune system to fight cancer.
“What people are seeing now is
ficers and high school counselors,
who appraised a substantial amount you can do a bunch of things to reof information submitted by both program the immune system to atthe finalists and their high schools: tack a patient’s cancer,” he said.
Perez said he got interested in sciacademic record, scores from two
standardized tests, contributions and ence during high school, after spendleadership in school and community ing a summer in a research labora4 HIDOE STUDENTS ARE
NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS

Students from Pearl City High
and Lanakila El raised funds for
Hanalei El, which was damaged
by heavy rains and landslides on
Kaua‘i in April. The fundraisers
generated $2,000 in donations.
“On behalf of Principal Tahara‘a
Stein and the Hanalei Elementary
ʻohana, I’d like to extend a warm
mahalo,” said Complex Area Supt.
Bill Arakaki. “It has been a trying
time for the state with the natural
disasters impacting our islands, but
these students have shown that we
look out for each other and come
together to support those in need.”
PCHS students, with teachers
Daphne Okunaga and Jami Higashi
Lee, raised funds by walking
around campus asking students if
they would like to donate. Senior
Paulsson Solomon said, “It was uplifting to see our classmates and
staff giving without hesitation.”
After hearing about the flooding
on Kauai, students at Lanakila decided to make Hanalei the beneficiary of their #MaySuperFest student crafts fundraiser.
ONLINE LUNCH PAYMENT
SYSTEM LAUNCHED

Parents and guardians of public
school students will now be able to
conveniently manage, monitor and
pay for their child's school meal account online and through a mobile
app, EZSchoolPay. The secure service being offered through Harris
School Solutions (eTrition). The
new system allows users to:
• add funds securely into student
meal accounts at any time from the
app or online.
• set recurring automatic payments to ensure accounts are always
refilled.
• receive automated alert notifications when the account balance
drops below a certain amount.
• view student meal transactions
and account balances.

EDUCATION UPDATE › JUNE 2018 › BACK PAGE

Don’t Miss This!

EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

JUNE 13-15 ›››

STUDENT LEADERS GATHERING

The Hawaii State Student Leadership
Conference will be held at the
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa at Frear
Hall and Campus Center. Theme:
ʻOhana - Our Family, Our Home
(Celebrating 30 Years). Student
leaders in secondary schools
are invited to attend to further
develop their leadership skills
and interact with their peers to
share ideas and information.
Follow the action with #SLCHI2018.

JUN 24-30

8TH ANNUAL e-ICON WORLD CONTEST
This innovation showcase at the EastWest Center is designed to develop
highly qualified teachers and students
in information & communication technologies and computer science, and
brings teams from around the world to
develop mobile learning applications.
Ten Hawai‘i DOE school teams are
competing. HIDOE is co-hosting with
the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and the Institute of APEC
Collaborative Education.

Supt.’s Corner

PREPPING FOR SY 2018-19

Educational Officers from schools and
complex area/state offices will gather
for the annual Educational Leadership
Institute. The theme this year is School
Design, focusing on the support
structures and practices that spark and
grow engaging learning environments.
Share your “aha!” moments with
#ELIHI18. Staff can access resources
for the 2018 ELI on the Intranet:
https://intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/
offices/superintendent/2018ELI

DR. CHRISTINA M. KISHIMOTO

State offices have been planning for next school year for the
past several weeks. Here are
some key areas of focus based on
developments this year:
SCHOOL DESIGN: Complex
Area superintendents, assistant
superintendents and several principals have developed definitions
of school design within four subcategories: core beliefs and values, instructional design, school
infrastructure, and student voice.
A continuum based on these will
be finalized this summer and
shared with HIDOE.
TRI-LEVEL EMPOWERMENT:

The HIDOE leadership team
started discussions to identify key
CONNECT WITH US!
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areas of responsibility and accountability that should be transitioned from the state to the complex and school levels to provide
greater decision-making in areas
that impact student success; the
first iteration of this will be completed this summer.
COMPUTER SCIENCE: Computer Science standards were approved and adopted by our Board
of Education on May 3. We will
begin an implementation process
based on tri-level empowerment
— high standards and expectations from the state, curricular and
instructional choice at the complex/school level. The non-negotiable is access for all students to

high-quality, engaging computer
science education.

TEACHER COLLABORATION:

We will look at ways to capture
curriculum and lesson development and other instructional innovations by teachers, and ways to
increase their voice in state policy.
BILITERACY: I will be charging
a new task force to examine ways
to expand upon second language
acquisition opportunities to increase the number of students
who are biliterate.
STUDENT CIVIL RIGHTS: We
are committed to making every
school a safe place for every student. We are updating HIDOE’s

civil rights policy and complaints
procedure, and when we return in
August we will be hosting public
hearings to gather feedback.
DUAL CREDIT & ADVANCED
PLACEMENT: Students who earn

college credit via AP exams
and/or dual credit courses are
more likely to graduate and go to
college. The Legislature agreed to
fund half of the FY19 budget request for Early College courses —
$500,000. I have also asked the
Board to consider this a priority
area for carryover funds as they
become available. I am asking
Complex Areas to review their AP
and dual credit data for equity access and expansion opportunities.
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