
Opportunities
TEACHERS

WeVoteHawaii is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan group that partners
with schools statewide to
prepare youth for a lifetime of
voting. Educators can help
prepare their students for this
unique exploration of the
democratic process. Student
voting window begins Oct. 20.
Visit www.wevotehawaii.org
/teachers.

SCHOOLS

The DOE has once again
teamed with the Hawaii State
Foundation on Culture and the
Arts for the Art in Public
Places — Artists in Residence
Program. Four schools will be
eligible to receive a
commissioned work of art with a
maximum budget of $100,000 to
include the services of an artist.
Applications are due Nov. 7. Visit
the Fine Arts program under

OCISS on the Intranet to
access the application, or

DOE Memos.

Monica DeCosta (pictured), whose
multitude of roles as Kahaluu El’s
school administrative services assistant
have helped cut absenteeism and
streamline operations schoolwide, was
named DOE Employee of the Year. And
in a ceremony on October 3, Gov. Neil
Abercrombie named her the state’s top
employee of the year.
The Washington Middle School AVID

Site Team was named the DOE Team of
the Year for its innovative efforts to
empower students to succeed in school
and prepare for college. The DOE also
honored Thomas Rodrigues, food
services manager at Aiea High,
with an inaugural Manager of
the Year award at its Incentive
and Service Awards held at
the state Capitol.

2013-14 Strive HI results
Congrats to our Outstanding Strive HI Schools! This month: Top performers on the Strive HI Index. Online: bit.ly/13-14StriveHI

MOST IMPROVED SCHOOLS
2013 2014

Pearl City Elementary 124 343
Waiau Elementary 162 327
Kaneohe Elementary 118 326
Kalihi-Kai Elementary 84 259
Kamakahelei Middle 101 258

TOP-SCORING SCHOOLS
2014

Hokulani Elementary 390
Kaelepulu Elementary 390
Waikiki Elementary 390
Red Hill Elementary 378
Helemano Elementary 375

A record 492 public high
school students from across
Hawaii have earned AP Scholar
Awards for exceptional
achievement in rigorous
college-level courses, according
to the College Board.
Students who succeed on AP

exams may earn college credit,
advanced placement, or both.
About 20 percent of the 2.1
million students worldwide who
took AP exams performed at a
sufficiently high level to also
earn an AP Scholar Award,
which ranges from several
levels of achievement.

Viola Mocz from Mililani
High and Bryson Galapon from
Maui High were named
Hawaii's 2014 AP Scholars for
scoring 3 or higher (on a five-
point scale) on the greatest
number of AP exams, and the
highest average score (at least
3.5) on all AP exams taken.

At Hilo High, Mikiko Takato
earned the AP International
Diploma, which is granted to
students who earn a score of 3
or higher on five or more total
AP exams, including exams in a
world language, English, a
global perspective course, and
math, science or computer
science.
Seven students qualified for

the National AP Scholar Award
by earning an average score of
4 or higher on all AP exams
taken, and scores of 4 or higher
on eight or more of these
exams. Online: bit.ly/1rgKcZE. 

RECORD ACHIEVEMENT

More students earning AP honors
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EMPLOYEE, MANAGER & TEAM OF THE YEAR

DeCosta, Rodrigues, Washington Middle tops in 2014
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Aloha and welcome back from
fall break!
With the Smarter Balanced

assessments around the corner, I
wanted to alert you to resources
available to help you and your
students prepare for the new tests
and communicate with your
families. Testing windows open
in the spring once schools have
completed a number of their
instructional days for the year.
If you have not yet already

done so, please take a moment to
visit the Smarter Balanced
Assessment site on the DOE
Intranet. It includes an array of
information, ranging from

checklists to ensure your school
is ready for the test, to
presentations on topics such as
accessibility/accommodations, as
well as test administration and

security. The calendar is up-
to-date with testing windows,
training and more.
Be sure to also visit the

Intranet’s Common Core site and
access our Educator’s Packet – a
comprehensive list of resources
reviewed by us to help teachers
and schools implement the
standards. You’ll also find
materials and brochures to inform
parents about instructional shifts
and the new assessments. 
This past summer, the DOE

met with educators and parents
to find out what information and
resources regarding Common
Core and Smarter Balanced

assessments would
be most valuable to

them. By the end of the
month, a new Smarter Balanced
Resource Guide will be up on the
Intranet to serve as a one-stop
shop for information for
educators and staff. Meanwhile,
grade-specific parent handouts
are being developed to help
families support Common Core
learning at home and ensure they
understand the potential change
in their child’s proficiency score. 
Thank you for your continued

commitment and support.
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A: 6x-18; no, because
while 6x is equivalent,
-9 and -18 are not.
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OCT 18

footStepS to
tranSition fair
An event for middle and
high school students with
special needs and their
families, to assist in making a
successful transition to adult life and
independence. Meet with service
agencies and take the first step in
developing a transition plan. 8 am to
noon, Mililani High School cafeteria.
Register: call 586-8126 (SPIN) or online:
tiny.url/footsteps-to-transition-2014.

‹‹‹ FALL 2014

2015 poetrY out LouD
Free high school program encourages
teens to learn about great poetry, master
public speaking, build self-confidence,
learn about their literary heritage and
compete for more than $100,000 in
awards. Competitions will be held in the
fall with registered schools. Sponsored by
the National Endowment for the Arts, with
the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture
and the Arts and Honolulu Theatre for
Youth. Contact Kasey Lindley, 839-9885
x704, edadmin@htyweb.org.

OCT 31

$2,000 for Your ScHooL GarDen
The School Garden Grant Program is a
collaboration between Whole Kids
Foundation and FoodCorps to provide
$2,000 grants to fund school gardens
and related activities. Teaching kids to
garden helps them learn about
sustainability and conservation, food
systems, and community awareness.
Visit www.wholekidsfoundation.org
/schools/programs/school-garden-grant-
program

ONLINE

Assessments are now located
under the Office of Strategy,
Innovation and Performance
(OSIP). Visit
https://intranet.hawaiipublic
schools.org/offices/osip

Apply the distributive property to
write an expression that is
equivalent to expression P.

P: 2(3x-9) Q: 6x-9

SMARTER BALANCED EXAM 

Smarter tHan a 6tH GraDer?

Two expressions are shown below: 

B Explain whether or not expressions
P and Q are equivalent for any
value of x. Answers below.

NOV 21

reGiSter for tHe Science bowL
Since its inception in 1994, over 50 high
schools and 1,900 students and their
advisors have participated in the Hawaii
Science Bowl. 
The Hawaii Science Bowl has
encouraged student involvement in math
and science activities with the hope of
transforming today’s brightest young
minds into tomorrow’s scientific leaders.
Details and application (due 11/21)
online: http://1.usa.gov/ZQBRk4


