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The Committee on Weights
(COW) IX recommendations
for increases to the Weighted
Student Formula (WSF), which
directs funds to schools, was
approved by the Board of
Education, setting the tone for
the Hawaii State Department of
Education as it continues to
formulate its budget for the
upcoming Fiscal Year.
“Our goal as a committee was
to develop a formula that would
assist schools in closing the
achievement gap,” stated

message that all students deserve
necessary resources to excel in
school.” COW IX key findings:
• Increase base funding for
the five K-12 combination
schools by $148,024.
• Increase by $10 million the
current amount of WSF funds
distributed to schools for
students determined to require
ELL program support.
• Increase the overall
allocation by $16.6 million to
address inflationary pressures
on schools.

FULL REPORT

bit.ly/COWFIC15

Suzanne Mulcahy, Assistant
Superintendent, Office of
Curriculum, Instruction and
Student Support. “Among the
various issues discussed, there
was a great concern over our
English Language Learner
(ELL) students meeting higher
standards. The Board’s
unanimous support of our
recommendations sends a clear

Three schools join arts
education initiative

Turnaround Arts Hawaii
launched in musical fashion Aug.
12 at Kalihi Kai Elementary, one of
the selected schools for the
presidential program. The others are
Kamaile Academy and Waianae
Elementary. Artists making the
commitment to these schools are
Jack Johnson, Jake Shimabukuro,
and Alfre Woodard. During the next
two years, teachers at the three
schools will learn how to use the
arts as a tool to engage students.

Success Stories

“It is not that I'm so smart. But I stay with the questions much longer.” — Albert Einstein
KAPOLEI MIDDLE’S KIRIO
WINS NATIONAL AWARD

‘HAPPY TO BE BACK’ AT
KEONEPOKO EL

Story: bit.ly/Kirio

Story: bit.ly/KEreturn

Librarian Carolyn Kirio wins
the Technology Pathfinder
Award from the American
Association of School
Librarians for using
technology to solve roundthe-clock service needs of her
students. Next: Expansion of
“flipped” classrooms.
CONNECT

With the Pahoa lava threat
eased, students and staff
returned to the campus for
the new school year. New
Principal Kasey Eisenhour
reports that despite significant
work involved in reopening,
everyone's happy to be back.
"It's like being back at home.”

HawaiiPublicSchools.org

WAIMANALO STUDENTS
BUILD FUTURE CAR

“I didn’t know you could run a
car on water.” This was a
reaction by one of the
students during the "Building
the Car of the Future" lab,
part of an alternative energy
lesson in the Environmental
Science class at Waimanalo
Elementary & Intermediate.

Story: bit.ly/WEIlab
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Opportunities
EDUCATORS

The Ka Hei Professional
Development Workshop
Series provides meaningful
learning opportunities in
conjunction with HIDOE’s fiveyear energy efficiency makeover.
Two workshops for teachers on
Hawaii Island (Oct. 5-6) and
Oahu (Oct. 8-9) aim to engage in
using Island Energy Inquiry
science curriculum and provide
access to an equipment loan
program and online teacher
platform. Opportunity to earn 3
PDE3 credits or a $200 stipend.
On the Intranet Opportunities
List: https://intranet.hawaiipublic
schools.org/Lists/Opportunities
The goal of the Future Ready
Learning Pillars Institute is to
show how device and curriculum
agnostic technology tools, such
as Google Apps for Education,
can support a collaborative
school culture and enhance a
Common Core Standards-based
learning environment. Your
school does not need to be a
Future Ready Learning Pathway
school to participate. Oct. 9-10.
Register on PDE3, Section
278459, Fall 2015.
The Hawaii State Teachers
Association’s Professional
Development website at
pd.hsta.org offers courses made
by educators, for educators that
are aligned to HIDOE’s strategic
priorities. To sign up: (1) locate
the HSTA course and section
you want to take in PD3
(pde3.k12.hi.us) and “Join the
Wait-List,” and (2) Visit
pd.hsta.org to locate and pay for
the specific PDE3 section.
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Don’t Miss This!

EVENTS, DEADLINES & FUN STUFF

‹‹‹ ON EXHIBIT

‘HARDSHIPS’ MAKES THE CUT

In addition to winning a Gold Medal in
the 2015 Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards, Leilehua High student Chevie
Calizo’s photographic work, “Hardships”
will be featured in the yearlong
ART.WRITE.NOW.DC exhibit on
display in the nation’s capitol at the U.S.
Department of Education building and
the President’s Committee on the Art
and the Humanities. Congratulations to
this talented emerging artist and his
instructor, Keith Sasada.

OCT 4

HAWAII CHILDREN & YOUTH DAY
Interactive, educational and fun
activities for the whole family at the
State Capitol grounds in Honolulu.

Supt.’s Corner

On Sept. 15, we’re going to
have a better picture of how
prepared our students are for
their futures.
The results of the Smarter
Balanced Assessments (SBA) that
our students in grades 3-8 and 11
took in the spring (this year’s 4th9th graders and high school
seniors) will be released. For the
first time, our statewide
assessments for English
Language Arts and Math are
aligned with more rigorous
learning standards, as well as
benchmarked against other states
performing the same assessment.
Hawaii will know where it stands.
CONNECT

SEEKING PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS
High schools are encouraged to identify
up to three students for the 2016
Presidential Scholars Program who
exhibit exceptional academic
scholarship. This year the program is
also seeking candidates who show
excellence in Career and Technical
Education. Schools must submit
application forms and transcripts by
Sept. 18. Visit OCISS on the Intranet:
https://intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/
offices/ociss

OCT 15 ›››

GREAT SHAKEOUT QUAKE DRILLS

Everyone, everywhere, should know
how to protect themselves in an
earthquake. Great ShakeOut
Earthquake Drills are an annual
opportunity for people in homes,
schools, and organizations to practice
what to do during earthquakes, and to
improve preparedness. Sign up for the
worldwide drill on Oct. 15 at 10:15 am,
or at a time that works for your school
or classroom: www.shakeout.org/hawaii

It’s important
to remind school
communities that
SBA sets a new baseline. This
isn’t your parents’ test. It’s not
even the one we’ve been taking
more recently. SBA measures
deeper learning, such as how
well students are developing
critical-thinking and problemsolving skills. It includes a
performance task and classroom
activity, which haven’t been part
of the typical assessment format.
Our learning expectations have
been raised, and the test that
measures those reflects that. So
we won’t be comparing this
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SEP 18

year’s scores with last O
year’s.
Big picture, the scores will
tell us how we’re doing against
other states taking the same test.
Hawaii is a governing member of
the 18-state consortium that
helped design the SBA system
with fellow teachers and state
educational leaders. It will give
us actionable information about
what’s working for broader
modeling, as well as where we
should concentrate supports.
At the student level, families
and teachers will have an
effective academic checkup that
helps them know whether
students are on track for college
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and career readiness. And for our
high school students, about 200
colleges and universities
(including the University of
Hawaii system) will use SBA for
college placement. Meeting the
“college ready” mark of 3 or 4 is
evidence that students are ready
for entry-level, credit-bearing
courses and are exempted from
remediation. This is big — our
assessment is now a “collegeready seal of approval.”
I encourage everyone to learn
more and access SBA resources
on our website: bit.ly/SBAHI
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