
ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The Teacher of the Year award is part of a prestigious national program that honors teaching excellence in the United States. Each
year the Hawaii State Teacher of the Year is chosen from one of the seven HIDOE districts and public charter school winners
following a rigorous selection process that includes the teacher’s ability to inspire students to learn; to have earned respect among
students, parents, and peers; to be active in the community as well as school; and to be able to perform the task of representing the
teaching profession nationally and internationally. In December 2018, a national selection committee will convene in Washington
D.C. to determine the four finalists. In April 2019, the President of the United States will introduce the National Teacher of the Year
and all State Teachers of the Year to the nation. 

ABOUT THE SPONSORS
Our corporate sponsors proudly acknowledge teaching excellence in Hawaii’s public schools. The Polynesian Cultural Center,
which has sponsored the program for more than 30 years, provides monetary awards to all teacher-winners. The Hawaiian
Electric Company recognizes each teacher with a gift. The Hawaii Schools Federal Credit Union awards a monetary prize.
The Hawaii Automobile Dealers’ Association, a co-sponsor for 19 years, provides the State Teacher of the Year with the use
of a new car for an entire year.

Mathieu Williams joined the Hawai‘i DOE family
in 2012 and serves as the technology and digital
media teacher at Kealakehe Intermediate.

He developed an innovative, multilayered learning ex-
ercise for students to find the best versions of themselves
while learning marketable career skills. He works with
them to develop a personal global brand, guided by the
HĀ framework and intense self-reflection. Students then
develop their own websites to document their brands and
receive feedback on design and content from their peers,
parents and community partners. Williams uses this to 
illustrate the differences between constructive and inap-
propriate feedback, along with strategies to use both in
positive ways. His model creates an authentic experience
in a safe environment to help students find their true selves

at a critical stage in their development.
Under his guidance, Kealakehe Intermediate media stu-

dents earned top prizes at the 15th Annual Student Televi-
sion Network’s National Convention in Nashville, and
trained with digital media professionals at PBS Hawaii
where they hosted the HIKI NŌ education program. 

Williams works closely with the Hope Street Group to
elevate teacher voice in curricular and policy decisions. 

He designed the inaugural West Hawai‘i Elevating and
Celebrating Effective Teachers and Teaching Conference
to spotlight best practices. The event was an incredible
success, and teachers left feeling inspired, equipped, and
connected, as part of a larger community of educators. 

Williams has a true passion for teaching and learning
and is a wonderful representative for the State of Hawai‘i.
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SHANE ALBRITTON, 
Public Charter
Schools, SEEQS

Albritton is the fourth
generation in his family to
teach in Hawai‘i. He uses
an inventive method to

teach Hawaiian history by having his stu-
dents role-play historical figures from dif-
ferent social classes to engage their imagi-
nations. His students use satellite imagery
and topographical maps to establish their
lands and are allowed to build alliances,
trade, and strategize. He uses newspapers
and materials from the mid-1800s that define
the rules of land ownership and make history
come to life for his classes. This innovative,
game-based learning has engaged his stu-
dents and made history an exciting event.

2019 District Teachers of the Year

GAIL IZUMIGAWA, 
Leeward District,
Waipahu High

Izumigawa
serves as Di-
rector for Ca-
reer Acade-
mies and has
pioneered the
development
of academy

programs in Hawai‘i. Under her
leadership, Waipahu High is
thriving with six academies that
cover 24 programs of study and
reach over 2,500 students and
200 teachers. With her guid-
ance, two of Waipahu’s acade-
mies became the first in the
state to be nationally certified.
She has been an active leader
in academy consortia on both
the state and national levels,
providing opportunities for
schools from across the country
to visit Waipahu High to learn
about effective career academy
design. She has been in educa-
tion for 32 years and continues
to strive every day to improve
resources for our students. 

BRANDON ARAKAWA, 
Maui District, 
Kahului Elementary

Arakawa is a proud pub-
lic school graduate. He be-
gan his DOE career right
out of college as an Edu-

cation Assistant and found his calling, later
earning his Master’s in Elementary Education.
Now in his sixth year as a fifth grade teacher
at Kahului Elementary, he has been recog-
nized for improving English Language Arts
proficiency, increasing scores on the Smarter
Balanced Assessment by 9 percent in three
years. He works hard as part of the school
leadership committee to ensure that every
student receives a quality education and
strives to be the standout teacher that will
truly make a difference in students’ lives.

SEAN DOI, 
Kaua‘i District,
Resource Teacher

A teacher with 21 years
of experience and a proud
public school graduate, Doi
is the creator of the Kauai

Shining Stars educational program and has
served as its producer and host over past six
years, spotlighting great work taking place at
Kauai District schools. Last year, he received
a prestigious Educational Access Community
Producer Award from the Alliance for Com-
munity Media for highlighting the accom-
plishments of students, teachers and programs
in the monthly show. The show’s popularity
continues to grow on its Vimeo channel as
Doi incorporates new, innovative techniques
to spotlight success stories.

MARY ANN KUROSE, 
Central District, 
Radford High

Kurose is a
veteran edu-
cator with 22
years of expe-
rience teach-
ing high
school Eng-
lish. Two

years ago, she volunteered to be-
gin teaching Response to Inter-
vention (RTI) classes to assist
students who were having diffi-
culty with English curriculum.
She used her 11 years of experi-
ence with Advancement Via In-
dividual Determination (AVID)
and developed a teaching model
that focused on visual, verbal
and social learning styles and
used Google-based digital tools
to make lessons fun. She has
been recognized for her excel-
lence in teaching with awards
from the Mayor’s Office and the
Hawaii State Teachers Associa-
tion, and she was recently high-
lighted as an Outstanding Edu-
cator by OC16.  

DEBBIE MORROW, 
Windward District, 
Kailua Elementary 

After five
years teach-
ing an inclu-
sion class
with Head
Start, Mor-
row found her
passion and

earned a Master’s Degree in
Early Childhood Education. Her
goal is to improve inclusion op-
portunities for preschoolers with
disabilities through partnerships
with state-funded preschools on
public school campuses. She ap-
plied for and was awarded a
state-funded preschool class-
room for the 2018-19 school
year. Under her guidance, the
self-contained class serves as a
model for autism education,
training new or struggling teach-
ers and assistants to work effec-
tively. She maintains an open-
door policy for families, does
home visits, facilitates parent
trainings and encourages parent
participation in the classroom.

SAM HANKINS, 
Honolulu District, 
Kawananakoa Middle

H a n k i n s
has 22 years
of experience
teaching sci-
ence at
Kawanana-
koa Middle.
He firmly be-

lieves that every student has the
capability to learn science, re-
gardless of background. He cre-
ates integrated lessons to bring
science to life through hands-
on learning and challenges stu-
dents based on their interests.
He organizes specialized school
projects, off-island field trips,
digital field trips, and extracur-
ricular activities to expand his
students’ understanding of the
physical world. His work on the
e-ICON World Contest, an in-
ternational competition where
students plan and develop
global solutions with peers from
around the world, boosted his
students’ confidence, creativity
and critical thinking skills.


