
LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
 

SUBJECT: Mandatory Expulsion Policy for Possession of a Firearm 
 School Year 2005-06 
 
REFERENCE: Act 148, Section 2 (1995 Legislature- S.B. 647), Mandatory 

Expulsion Policy for Possession of a Firearm 
 
 §302A--1134, Hawaii Revised Statutes 
 

Chapter 19, Hawaii Administrative Rules (amended and compiled 
5/19/97) 

 
ACTION REQUESTED: Annual report on number of students excluded, types of firearms 

found in their possession and the schools from which they were 
excluded. 

 
DOE REPORT: 
Introduction  
With the revision of Chapter 19, Hawaii Administrative Rules, in May 1997, the definition of 
“firearm” was expanded beyond the federal and state laws to include air guns (which include BB 
guns or pistols, pellet guns, and CO2 or paint guns). 
 
FINDINGS:     
 
School Year 2005-06 Summary Statistics 
 
During school year 2005-2006 there were: 

Total number of firearms incidents 104

Total number of schools involved 57

Total number of individual students 
dismissed due to mandatory expulsion 

124

Total number of complexes involved 30

 
Types of Firearms: 

Total number handguns 2

Total number of rifles 1

Total number of air guns 102

Total number of explosives 0

Total number of starter gun 0

 
Attached is a listing of the firearm incidents by individual schools. 
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OBSERVED TRENDS: 

 
Incidents, schools, individuals involved 
Totals 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

No. of incidents 26  47 (+80.8%) 30 (-36.2%) 104 (+247%) 
No. of schools 18 24 (+33.3%) 27 (+12.5%) 57 (+111.1%) 
No. individuals 26 30 (+15.4%) 35 (+15.4%) 124 (+254.3%) 

 
Firearm Types 
Totals  2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Air guns 19 35 (+84.2%) 18 (-48.6%) 102 (+466.7%) 
Handguns 5 6 (+20%) 1 (-83.3%) 2 (+100%) 
Explosives 1 2 (+100%) 1 (-50%) 0 (-100%) 
Rifles 0 0 0 1 

 
 

Schools Involved 
Totals 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Elementary  3 1 (-66.7%) 7 (+600%) 20 (+185.7%) 
Middle  9 10 (+11.1%) 12 (+20%) 21 (+75%) 
Secondary  6 13 (+116.7%) 8 (-38.5%) 16 (+100%) 

Total 18 24 (+33.3%) 27 (+12.5%) 57 (+111.1%) 
 

 
No. of Schools Involved By Districts 
Totals 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Honolulu 3 4 (+33.3%) 4 (0%) 9 (+125%) 
Central 4 3 (-25%) 8 (+166.7%) 11 (+37.5%) 
Leeward 4 4 (0%) 8 (+100%) 16 (+100%) 
Windward 1 2 (+100%) 0 (-100%) 1 
Hawaii 2 7 (+250%) 2 (-71.4%) 10 (+400%) 
Maui 2 3 (+50%) 4 (+33.3%) 7 (+75%) 
Kauai 2 1 (-50%) 1 (0%) 3 (+200%) 

Total 18 24 (+33.3%) 27 (+12.5%) 57 (+111.1%) 
 

Observed multi-year trends over the past four years indicate that there is significant increase in 
the number of incidents, schools, individuals, and firearm types between school year 2004-05 
and 2005-06.  Here is a summary of the data: 
 

• 97% of all firearm violations were related to air guns that include pellet guns, BB guns, 
and paintball guns. 

 
• There is a 185.7% increase in the number of elementary schools that reported firearms 

violations between 2004-05 and 2005-06. 
 



 

• For 2005-06, the percentage of total incidents were: 
o 35% from elementary schools  
o 37% from middle schools 
o 28% from high schools 
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• Of the 124 unique individuals involved in firearm incidents: 
o 50% were middle school students 
o 25% were high school students 
o 25% were elementary school students 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
To ensure the safety of school campuses and to prevent further escalations of violent incidents 
it is being recommended that: 

 
1. Complex Area Superintendents continue to acknowledge, reinforce, and monitor schools 

for implementing proactive discipline practices for school wide, classroom, non-classroom 
and individual student and systems to prevent violence escalation. 

 
2. School administrators with their school discipline cadres: 

a. routinely examine and analyze their school-wide discipline data to target identified 
problem areas. 

b. actively implement proactive school-wide discipline action plans. 
c. provide monthly feedback to faculty & staff on discipline trends.  
d. in partnership with families and their school community councils dialogue and problem 

solve ways to address the maintenance of safe and violent free communities. 
e. provide and/or disseminate annual reminders to families about Hawaii’s definition and 

consequence of “firearms violations” which includes air guns, paintball, pellet, and BB 
guns. 

 
3. Establish business partnerships with local dealers of air guns to help provide awareness to 

students and their families of the Department of Education’s consequence for bringing such 
firearms to school.    

 


